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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on August 1, 2023, at 

5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time.  Mayor Greg Graves called the meeting to order, and 

the following Aldermen were present: Simpson, Dear, Hale, Moore, and Tanksley.  Also present 

were:  City Attorney Ginger Miller, City Clerk Katie Harbin, Police Chief Chandler, Assistant 

Police Chief Defore, Fire Chief Ethan Foresman, FLSE/PIO Chantay Rhone, Fire Inspector Brevin 

Holden, Building Official Hodges, Brad Davis, Nick Schorr, Joe Cooper, Michael Cathey, Brett 

Brown, Richard Storey, Thurman Caldwell, and Richard Curtis.  

 

Alderman Tanksley gave the invocation.  

 

Approve Agenda 

 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
August 1, 2023 

City Hall 5pm 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Approve Resolution of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Senatobia, 

Mississippi, acknowledging and approving the sale and award of the $1,800.000 General 

Obligation Parks and Recreation Improvements Bonds, Series 2023, of the City of Senatobia, 

Mississippi; and for related purposes 

 

5. Approve Fire Station 1 Renovation Change Order # 1 (REVISED) 

 

6. Discussion of amending the Utility Adjustment policy (Alderman Moore) 

 

7. Department Reports 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

8. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on July 18, 2023 

 

9. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 29942 – 30175 for a total of $1,767,046.06 (as funds 

are available)  

 

10. Authorize to pay Application # 19 from Hemphill Construction Company in the amount of 

$249,195.28 for the WWTP project (didn’t make the docket) 

 

11. Authorize to give Administrative Clerk Anahi Garcia a 90-day performance raise of $0.50 

per hour 

 

12. Authorize to give Building Administrative Assistant Jennifer Turner a 90-day performance 

raise of $0.50 per hour 

 

13. Authorize David Cooke, David Estep and Nathan Wallace to attend the 811 Mississippi 

Damage Prevention Summit on October 31st – November 3, 2023, in Biloxi, MS, also 

authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

14. Authorize Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson to attend the Fall Certified Municipal Clerk 

Certification training in Oxford, MS on September 27-29, 2023, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses 
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15. Authorize Mayor Graves and the Board of Aldermen to attend the MML CMO Elective 

Evening Class for “FAQ in Municipal Government” in Oxford, MS on September 28, 2023, 

also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

16. Authorize Police Lt. Trentham to attend the NTOA SWAT Team Leader Development 

Course on November 6 – 10, 2023 in Southaven, MS, also authorize to pay registration 

 

17. Authorize Court Clerk Tamkea Herron to attend the Municipal Court Clerks Conference in 

September 20-22, 2023, in Choctaw, MS, authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

18. Authorize to accept the resignation from Public Works employee Jeff Rich effective July 21, 

2023 

 

19. Authorize to move Public Works Department Streets employee Brandon Hisaw to the Water 

Department with a pay increase to $13.00 per hour 

 

20. Authorize to move Public Works Department Gas employee Christopher Bradshaw to the 

Water Department, no change in pay 

 

21. Authorize to move Public Works Department Water employee Eddie Chambers to the Gas 

Department, no change in pay 

 

22. Authorize to suspend Public Works employee three days without pay for violating city policy 

 

23. Authorize to suspend Public Works employee three days without pay for violating city policy 

 

24. Authorize to hire William Langham as a full-time Police Officer at the rank of P2, pending 

physical and background screening results 

 

25. Authorize to give Police Officer Hoskins a raise of $0.25 for on call status, starting on 

February 7, 2023  

26. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the MOU with The MS Office of Homeland Security/Task 

Force  

 

27. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Agreement with Unifirst for unform rental services for 

the Public Works Department 

 

28. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and 

Administration for HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Infrastructure 

Improvements at the Sports Park for $600,000.00 

 

29. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and 

Administration for HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Downtown 

Historic District Water, Sewer, Road Infrastructure Renovations for $2,000,000.00 

 

30. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and 

Administration for HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Improvements 

to New Image Water and Sewer System for $2,000,000.00 

 

31. Authorize to open a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project 

Fund for Infrastructure Improvements at the Sports Park project, also authorize Mayor Greg 

Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy City Clerk 

Francis Johnson to be signers on the account 

 

32. Authorize to open a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project 

Fund for Improvements to New Image Water and Sewer System project, also authorize 

Mayor Greg Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy 

City Clerk Francis Johnson to be signers on the account 
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33. Authorize to open a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project 

Fund for Downtown Historic District Water, Sewer, Road Infrastructure Renovations, also 

authorize Mayor Greg Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, 

and Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson to be signers on the account 

 

34. Authorize to open a bank account for the 2023 GO Bond for Sports Park Improvements, also 

authorize Mayor Greg Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, 

and Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson to be signers on the account 

 

35. Executive Session – Negotiations (land-water tower) 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

Securix 

Budget Workshops 

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Simpson, to approve the 

agenda after moving item “Approve the Fire Station 1 Change Order #1” to number 5 on the 

agenda and item “Approve Resolution of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of 

Senatobia, Mississippi, acknowledging and approving the sale and award of the $1,800.000 

General Obligation Parks and Recreation Improvements Bonds, Series 2023, of the City of 

Senatobia, Mississippi; and for related purposes” as number 4. All present voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Approve Resolution of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Senatobia, Mississippi, 

acknowledging and approving the sale and award of the $1,800.000 General Obligation Parks 

and Recreation Improvements Bonds, Series 2023, of the City of Senatobia, Mississippi; and for 

related purposes 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that we received two bids with the lowest and best being from 

Crews and Associates.   
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Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Moore, to approve 

Resolution of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Senatobia, Mississippi, 

acknowledging and approving the sale and award of the $1,800.000 General Obligation Parks 

and Recreation Improvements Bonds, Series 2023, of the City of Senatobia, Mississippi; and for 

related purposes.  All present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Approve Fire Station 1 Renovation Change Order # 1 (Revised) 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that this change order is for the bay doors, the same as the one 

previously approved, however they had some of the numbers wrong on the previous change 

order. They didn’t include their overhead and profit. 

 

Alderman Moore stated that we needed to check the contract, if it was a standard contract the 

percentage will be lower compared to what they have for the overhead and profit language. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Change Order #1 for the Fire Station 1 Renovation project, contingent on verifying the overhead 

and profit language and numbers are correct.  All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Discussion of amending the Utility Adjustment policy (Alderman Moore) 

 

Alderman Moore stated he would like to have an option where homeowners could “appeal” to 

the Board if they feel that their leak or pool situation is significantly worse for our adjustment 

policy limit of $100.00. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to approve 

amending the Utility Adjustment policy to add an option to make an appeal to the Board, with 

proper documentation.   

 

Alderman Simpson stated that’s kind of what we were doing, before adopting a policy. If we do 

this, we will be opening us up to having appeals on each agenda.  We’d have to treat each one 

the same, approve all or none.  Alderman Simpson stated that some cities, Hernando for 

example, have in their policy that if you have a leak in the yard between the street and your 

house you can get an adjustment, that bill would be higher before anyone noticed. That’s 

understandable. If a faucet is running, that is different. I don’t think it’s wise to put us in a 

situation like that. Everyone will think the $100 adjustment isn’t enough and appeal it to the 

Board.  

Some people won’t be happy. 

 

Alderman Dear stated I have a pool, y’all know how I’d vote. I don’t know, I might should 

recuse myself. 

 

Alderman Moore stated if that’s the case, we’d all have to recuse ourselves then. We all have a 

faucet. 

Alderman Tanksley stated we’ve voted on this issue before. 

 

City Attorney Ginger Miller stated y’all are just discussing pools, right. 

 

Alderman Moore answered, no, for anyone. 

 

 

 

Alderman Dear recused himself from voting. 

 

 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Moore and Alderman Hale. 

Those voting “Nay”: Alderman Tanksley and Alderman Simpson. 

 

 

The vote ended in a tie. Mayor Graves voted “Nay” to break the tie. 

 

 

Motion Failed. 
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Department Reports 

 

Parks & Recreation Director Rob Boyd advised the Mayor and Board that the artificial turf 

project is going well and on track. 

 

Building Official Stephen Hodges advised the Mayor and Board that they have several projects 

going on, but all are going well. 

 

Police Chief Chandler advised the Mayor and Board that an officer picked up a suspect for 

shoplifting at Walmart and had an exposure. He was treated and is doing ok now.   

 

Interim Public Works Director David Cooke advised the Mayor and Board that the new to us 

dump truck is in and working well. They will be getting the right of way area at Two Mile 

Branch cleared out. 

 

Alderman Dear thanked Stephen Hodges, Chief Chandler, and David Cooke for getting things 

done in a timely manner. 

 

Fire Chief Foresman advised the Mayor and Board that they are adding the equipment to the new 

truck as it comes in. We are also continuing training on the new truck. Everything is going well. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over each consent agenda item, numbers 8 - 34, asked if anyone had any 

questions.  

 

No questions were asked. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to approve the 

consent agenda as presented. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on July 18, 2023 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to approve the 

Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on July 18, 2023.  All present 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 29942 – 30175 for a total of $1,767,046.06 (as funds are 

available) 

   

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to approve the 

Docket of Claims numbers: 49831 – 29941 for a total of $435,628.96, as funds are available.  All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to pay Application # 19 from Hemphill Construction Company in the amount of 

$249,195.28 for the WWTP project (didn’t make the docket) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to pay 

Application # 19 from Hemphill Construction Company in the amount of $249,195.28 for the 

WWTP project. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to give Administrative Clerk Anahi Garcia a 90-day performance raise of $0.50 per 

hour 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to give 

Administrative Clerk Anahi Garcia a 90-day performance raise of $0.50 per hour, per the City 

Clerks recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to give Building Administrative Assistant Jennifer Turner a 90-day performance raise 

of $0.50 per hour 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to give 

Building Administrative Assistant Jennifer Turner a 90-day performance raise of $0.50 per hour, 

per the Building Officials recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize David Cooke, David Estep and Nathan Wallace to attend the 811 Mississippi Damage 

Prevention Summit on October 31st – November 3, 2023, in Biloxi, MS, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize David 

Cooke, David Estep and Nathan Wallace to attend the 811 Mississippi Damage Prevention 

Summit on October 31st – November 3, 2023, in Biloxi, MS, also authorize to pay registration 

and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson to attend the Fall Certified Municipal Clerk 

Certification training in Oxford, MS on September 27-29, 2023, also authorize to pay registration 

and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Deputy 

City Clerk Francis Johnson to attend the Fall Certified Municipal Clerk Certification training in 

Oxford, MS on September 27-29, 2023, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. 

All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves and the Board of Aldermen to attend the MML CMO Elective Evening 

Class for “FAQ in Municipal Government” in Oxford, MS on September 28, 2023, also 

authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Mayor 

Graves and the Board of Aldermen to attend the MML CMO Elective Evening Class for “FAQ 

in Municipal Government” in Oxford, MS on September 28, 2023, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Police Lt. Trentham to attend the NTOA SWAT Team Leader Development Course 

on November 6 – 10, 2023 in Southaven, MS, also authorize to pay registration 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Police 

Lt. Trentham to attend the NTOA SWAT Team Leader Development Course on November 6 – 

10, 2023 in Southaven, MS, also authorize to pay registration. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Court Clerk Tamkea Herron to attend the Municipal Court Clerks Conference in 

September 20-22, 2023, in Choctaw, MS, authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Court 

Clerk Tamkea Herron to attend the Municipal Court Clerks Conference in September 20-22, 

2023, in Choctaw, MS, authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Authorize to accept the resignation from Public Works employee Jeff Rich effective July 21, 

2023 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale to authorize to 

accept the resignation from Public Works employee Jeff Rich effective July 21, 2023. All voting 

yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to move Public Works Department Streets employee Brandon Hisaw to the Water 

Department with a pay increase to $13.00 per hour 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

move Public Works Department Streets employee Brandon Hisaw to the Water Department with 

a pay increase to $13.00 per hour, per the Interim Public Works Directors recommendation. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to move Public Works Department Gas employee Christopher Bradshaw to the Water 

Department, no change in pay 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

move Public Works Department Gas employee Christopher Bradshaw to the Water Department, 

no change in pay, per the Interim Public Works Directors recommendation. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to move Public Works Department Water employee Eddie Chambers to the Gas 

Department, no change in pay 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

move Public Works Department Water employee Eddie Chambers to the Gas Department, no 

change in pay, per the Interim Public Works Directors recommendation. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Authorize to suspend Public Works employee three days without pay for violating city policy 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

suspend Public Works employee Anthony Rush three days without pay, for violating city policy, 

per the Interim Public Works Directors recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to suspend Public Works employee three days without pay for violating city policy 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

suspend Public Works employee Richard Curtis for three days without pay, for violating city 

policy, per the Interim Public Works Directors recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire William Langham as a full-time Police Officer at the rank of P2, pending 

physical and background screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to hire 

William Langham as a full-time Police Officer at the rank of P2, pending physical and 

background screening results, per the Police Chief’s recommendation. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Authorize to give Police Officer Hoskins a raise of $0.25 for on call status, starting on February 

7, 2023  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to give 

Police Officer Hoskins a raise of $0.25 for on call status, starting on February 7, 2023, per the 

Police Chief’s recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the MOU with The MS Office of Homeland Security/Task 

Force  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign the MOU with The MS Office of Homeland Security/Task Force. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Agreement with Unifirst for unform rental services for the 

Public Works Department 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign the Agreement with Unifirst for unform rental services for the Public Works 

Department. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and 

Administration for HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Infrastructure 

Improvements at the Sports Park for $600,000.00 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and Administration for HB 603 

2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Infrastructure Improvements at the Sports Park 

for $600,000.00. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and 

Administration for HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Downtown 

Historic District Water, Sewer, Road Infrastructure Renovations for $2,000,000.00 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and Administration for HB 603 

2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Downtown Historic District Water, Sewer, 

Road Infrastructure Renovations for $2,000,000.00. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and 

Administration for HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Improvements to 

New Image Water and Sewer System for $2,000,000.00 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign an MOU with the MS Department of Finance and Administration for HB 603 

2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Improvements to New Image Water and Sewer 

System for $2,000,000.00. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to open a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund 

for Infrastructure Improvements at the Sports Park project, also authorize Mayor Greg Graves, 

Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy City Clerk Francis 

Johnson to be signers on the account 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to open 

a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Infrastructure 

Improvements at the Sports Park project, also authorize Mayor Greg Graves, Alderman at Large 

Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson to be signers on 

the account. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to open a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund 

for Improvements to New Image Water and Sewer System project, also authorize Mayor Greg 

Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy City Clerk 

Francis Johnson to be signers on the account 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to open 

a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Improvements 

to New Image Water and Sewer System project, also authorize Mayor Greg Graves, Alderman at 

Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson to be 

signers on the account. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to open a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund 

for Downtown Historic District Water, Sewer, Road Infrastructure Renovations, also authorize 

Mayor Greg Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy City 

Clerk Francis Johnson to be signers on the account 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to open 

a bank account for the HB 603 2023, 2023 Local Improvements Project Fund for Downtown 

Historic District Water, Sewer, Road Infrastructure Renovations, also authorize Mayor Greg 

Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy City Clerk 

Francis Johnson to be signers on the account. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to open a bank account for the 2023 GO Bond for Sports Park Improvements, also 

authorize Mayor Greg Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and 

Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson to be signers on the account 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to open 

a bank account for the 2023 GO Bond for Sports Park Improvements, also authorize Mayor Greg 

Graves, Alderman at Large Adam Moore, City Clerk Katie Harbin, and Deputy City Clerk 

Francis Johnson to be signers on the account. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

Securix 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that he was told we are still on hold but getting close to being 

active again. 

 

 

Budget Workshops 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that we needed to hold some budget workshops, and asked if 

August 7th and August 10th would be good for everyone. 

The Board agreed to both dates. 

 

 

Go into Closed session to discuss going into Executive Session for Negotiations 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

go into closed session to discuss going into executive session for negotiations. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Executive Session for Negotiations  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to go 

into executive session for negotiations. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Negotiations  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

hire Lamar and Hannaford for possible land purchase. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

 

Come out of Executive Session 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

to come out of executive session. All voting yea, motion carried 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to 

adjourn until August 7, 2023, at 5:30pm. All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Greg Graves, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________  

Katie Harbin –City Clerk 


