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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on November 7, 2023, at 

5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time.  Mayor Greg Graves called the meeting to order, and 

the following Aldermen were present: Dear, Hale, Moore, and Tanksley.  Also present were:  City 

Attorney Ginger Miller, City Clerk Katie Harbin, Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson, Assistant Police 

Chief Defore, Fire Chief Ethan Foresman, Building & Planning Director Stephen Hodges, FLSE/PIO 

Chantay Rhone, Public Works Director David Cooke, Community Development/Tourism Director 

Jamie Sowell, Fire Inspector Brevin Holden, Parks Director Rob Boyd, Jim and Michelle Huestis, 

Jennifer and Neil Copeland, and Claudine Standard. Alderman Simpson was absent. 

 

Alderman Moore gave the invocation.  

 

Approve Agenda 

 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
November 7, 2023 

City Hall 5pm 

 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Public Hearing regarding the Health and Safety Issue at the property located at 313 W Main St 

 

5. Authorize to accept the FYE 23 COPS Hiring Program Grant Award of $750,000 

 

6. Department Reports 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

7. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on October 17, 

2023 

 

8. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 31117 – 31528 for a total of $956,292.76 

 

9. Authorize Mayor Graves, Board of Aldermen, and City Clerk to attend the MML Mid-Winter 

Conference in Jackson, MS on January 8-11, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses 

 

10. Authorize Public Works Director Daivd Cooke to attend the MS Natural Gas Association 

Conference in Tupelo, MS on January 23 – 25, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and 

travel expenses 

 

 

11. Authorize Dispatcher Julie Harris to attend Orientation Course for E-Telecommunications in 

Canton, MS on November 12-14, 2023, also authorize to pay travel expenses 

 

12. Authorize Police Officer Johnson to attend the Basic SRO Course on December 3-8, 2023, in 

Moorhead, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses  

 

13. Authorize Police Sgt. Perrette to attend the Tactical Medical Instructor (FLETC) on January 

21-24, 2024, in Pearl, MS, also authorize to pay travel expenses 

 

14. Authorize Fire Chief Foresman and FLSE/PIO Rhone to attend the MS Fire Chiefs Mid-Winter 

Conference January 28 – February 2, 2024, in Ridgeland, MS, also authorize to pay registration 

and travel expenses 

 

15. Authorize to hire Steven Naron as a full-time uncertified police officer at the rate of P1, 

pending background and physical results 
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16. Authorize to hire Grenisha Rogers as a full-time uncertified police officer at the rate of P1, 

pending background and physical results 

 

17. Accept resignation from Police Sgt. McNeil effective November 2, 2023 

 

18. Authorize Police Officer Dickson to receive a temporary pay increase to $27.25 per hour, while 

serving as a SGT until the position is filled  

 

19. Authorize to change the status of Police Officer Hickey from part-time to full-time status, with 

a pay increase to $25.00 per hour 

 

20. Authorize to pay half of the lowest and best quote from 3T Tree Service to remove a tree near 

203 West Gilmore  

 

21. Authorize to set a Public Hearing for an application to rezone the property at the corner of 

Miracle Drive and Woolfolk Rd from R-2 to R-3, requested by Robert Bailey 

 

22. Authorize to declare a Brush Chipper, Model BC 1400, VIRU1614931000810 from the Public 

Works Department surplus and dispose of  

 

23. Authorize to accept the lowest and best quote from Morgan & Thornburg Service Solutions to 

replace two lift stations in Back Acres (New Image Funds) for a total of $214,868.00 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, approve the agenda as 

presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

 

Public Hearing regarding the Health and Safety Issue at the property located at 313 W Main St 

 

Mayor Graves opened the Public Hearing. Mayor Graves stated that we previously met regarding 

this property being a public safety hazard to the community. Mayor Graves stated that it has been  

 

deemed unsafe and blocked off.  Since we last met, the condition of the building has gotten worse.  

Since we did not receive an engineer’s letter regarding the condition of the building, we went 

ahead and secured one.   

 

Mayor Graves asked if anyone from the public would like to speak regarding this matter.  

 

Community Development/Tourism Director Jamie Sowell advised the Mayor and Board that Mrs. 

Standard and family has graciously decided to donate their property at 313 W Main St to Senatobia 

Main Street. Mrs. Sowell stated that once the building is safely removed, it will be turned into a 

nice alleyway to lead to other city parks and property. Mrs. Sowell stated that Main Street is very 

thankful for this donation from Mrs. Standard and family. 

 

Mayor Graves asked Mr. and Mrs. Copeland if they were good with this agreement, solution. 

 

Mrs. Copeland, 315 W Main St property owner, answered yes, we are.  
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Poe Engineering, Inc. 
PO Box 316, Walnut, MS 38683 

 
(662) 223-9732 

 
October 23rd, 2023 

 

 
 

City of Senatobia, MS C/O 

Stephen Hodges 
shodges@cityofsenatobiams.gov 

 

Re. 313 W. Main St., Senatobia, MS 38668 To 

whom it may concern: 

It was requested that our firm inspect the referenced property on October 20th, 2023, to determine if the 

referenced building poses a threat to public safety or surrounding properties, and if it does, provide a 

solution to either repair or remove the building. 

 

Preliminary Information 
 

The one-story commercial building that we inspected has brick masonry structural walls and is 

supported by a slab-on-grade foundation. 

All directions referenced in this report are oriented as facing the building from W. Main St. Our firm 

provided a report, dated October 23, 2023, to the owners of the neighboring building, 

315 W. Main St., detailing structural repairs that will be needed due to damages that were caused by 

the failure of 313 W. Main St. 

 

Inspection Observations 
 

Due to the presence of a dropped ceiling and finishes covering the majority of each wall, our 
inspection of the building’s roof and masonry wall structures was limited. 

 

1. A gap that is approximately 2-1/2” in width was observed at the ceiling level of the building’s 

front left corner (see photos 1 and 2). Per the neighboring building’s (315 W. Main St.) 

owner, this gap has formed within approximately the last month. 

2. The above noted gap has exposed wooden members that potentially support the 
building’s front side brick parapet (see photo 2). 

3. The building’s front side brick parapet is significantly leaning outward (see photos 3 and 4), 

due to the failure of its supporting beam. It is our opinion that significant deflection within this 

beam has caused the gap that was noted in observations 1 and 2 above to form. 

4. The roof structure has collapsed near the rear side of the building (see photo 5, typical). 

5. The building’s right side masonry wall has experienced significant mortar loss (see photo 6, 
typical). 

 

1    313 W. Main St. 
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Recommendations 
 

Due to the extensive structural damages that were noted above, it is our opinion that the building will 

need to be removed soon to avoid a threat to public safety and to avoid further structural damages from 

occurring to neighboring buildings. Listed below are our recommendations for the safe removal of the 

building. 

 

1. The front side brick parapet should be removed first by saw cutting its bricks, as 

necessary. It is our opinion that the gap at 315 W. Main St.’s front right corner could 

worsen significantly if this parapet is not removed soon. 

2. The building’s wooden roof structure and dropped ceiling should be removed second, 
without damaging the left side and right side masonry walls. 

3. The building’s left side and right side masonry walls should remain in place to ensure that 

each neighboring building maintains its structural integrity. 

4. Lastly, the building’s front and rear side walls, and any interior partitions, should be 
removed. 

 

Summary/Conclusions 
 

It is our opinion that if the building is safely removed, as described above, it will no longer pose a threat 

to public safety or to the structural integrity of the surrounding buildings. 

 

This report is based on our diligent visual inspection of the accessible areas of the building. No 

geotechnical testing or destructive testing were requested or required for this report. 

 

The Engineer shall have no liability to the Building owners or to others for the acts or omissions of the 

Contractor or any other Persons performing work on the project, or failure of the Contractor to carry 

out the work in accordance with this letter, except where specifically inspected and approved by the 

Engineer and discovery of defect is possible within the normal ability or standard of care for the 

industry. 

 

If there are questions regarding this letter, please contact our firm. 

Sincerely, 

Rhett Hensley, E.I. Poe 

Engineering, Inc. 

 

Kevin M. Poe, MS P.E. #12833 

President 

Poe Engineering, Inc. 
 

 
 

2    313 W. Main St. 
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Photo 1: Gap that is approximately 2-1/2” wide has formed at the ceiling level of the building’s 

front right corner (as seen from the neighboring building, 315 W. Main St.) 

 

 
Photo 2: Gap that is approximately 2-1/2” wide has formed at the ceiling level of the building’s front 

left corner, exposing a potential wooden beam that supports the front side 

brick parapet 
 

3    313 W. Main St. 
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Photo 3: Building’s front side brick parapet is significantly leaning outward 

 

 
Photo 4: Outward leaning brick parapet has caused a gap to form between the noted parapet and 

the roof structure along the building’s front side wall 
 

4    313 W. Main St. 
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Photo 5: Collapsed roof structure near the building’s rear side wall 

 

 
Photo 6: Significantly deteriorated mortar along the building’s right side masonry wall, typical 

 

5    313 W. Main St. 
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NOTICE 
 
A Public Health and Safety Hearing will be held on November 7, 2023, at 5:00 p.m., and will be heard by 
the Mayor and Board of Aldermen in the City of Senatobia Board Room located at 133 North Front Street, 
Senatobia, MS 38668. 
 
The Public Health and Safety Hearing is in regarding a building in disrepair and a danger to the 
community, located at 313 W Main Street Senatobia, MS 38668.  Parcel number 099G03 0000900 
Section 29 Township 05 Range 07.   

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Moore, to condemn the 

property located at 313 W Main St, Senatobia, MS, determining it to be a menace to the public 

health, safety and welfare to the community, finding that the property owner was properly 

notified and aware of the condition and hazards of the property, also authorize to revisit this item 

if any other issues arise.  All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to accept the FYE 23 COPS Hiring Program Grant Award of $750,000 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that Jerry Owensby has applied for, and we have been awarded 

the FYE 23 COPS grant. We were just notified of this, so the information is still new. 

 

City Clerk Katie Harbin advised the Mayor and Board that this is a matching grant, with the 

grant reimbursing 66.52% and the city’s portion just being 33.48%.  The grant is for a 5-year 

period. The grant is to advance the practice of community policing with our law enforcement 

officers.  

 

Mayor Graves asked if we have to accept this tonight. 

 

Katie Harbin answered no sir, we have 45 days to accept the award. 

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Moore, to table this item to 

the November 21, 2023, meeting, for more information. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

 

Department Reports 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that they have received the department reports and asked if 

they have any questions.  

 

Parks Director Rob Boyd advised that they are toward the end of the artificial turf project, and 

they should be scheduling the walk through soon. 

 

Public Works Director David Cooke stated everything has been going good. Although they have 

been getting complaints about the gravel spots on the roads. 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that he was informed by the engineer that the spots they are 

currently working on will be paved before the asphalt factory shuts down for the season. 

 

Alderman Moore asked Fire Chief Foresman how the renovation of Station 1 was going. 

 

Fire Chief Foresman answered they are almost done and to the punch list. We hope to be 

complete within the month. 

 

Alderman Dear asked Building and Planning Director Hodges about the property behind 

Guaranty Bank. 

Building and Planning Director Hodges answered we’ve sent notices. If we don’t hear back, we 

will handle it and charge it to the landowner. 
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Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over each consent agenda item, numbers 7 - 23, asked if anyone had any 

questions.  

 

No questions were asked. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to approve the 

consent agenda as presented. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on October 17, 2023 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to approve the 

Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on October 17, 2023.  All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 
Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 31117 - 31528 for a total of $956,292.76 (as funds are 
available) 
   

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to approve the 
Docket of Claims numbers: 31117 - 31528 for a total of $956,292.76, as funds are available.  All 
present voting yea, motion carried. 
 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves, Board of Aldermen, and City Clerk to attend the MML Mid-Winter 

Conference in Jackson, MS on January 8-11, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Mayor 

Graves, Board of Aldermen, and City Clerk to attend the MML Mid-Winter Conference in 

Jackson, MS on January 8-11, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Public Works Director Daivd Cooke to attend the MS Natural Gas Association 

Conference in Tupelo, MS on January 23 – 25, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Public 

Works Director Daivd Cooke to attend the MS Natural Gas Association Conference in Tupelo, 

MS on January 23 – 25, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting 

yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Dispatcher Julie Harris to attend Orientation Course for E-Telecommunications in 

Canton, MS on November 12-14, 2023, also authorize to pay travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize 

Dispatcher Julie Harris to attend Orientation Course for E-Telecommunications in Canton, MS 

on November 12-14, 2023, also authorize to pay travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Police Officer Johnson to attend the Basic SRO Course on December 3-8, 2023, in 

Moorhead, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Police 

Officer Johnson to attend the Basic SRO Course on December 3-8, 2023, in Moorhead, MS, also 

authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize Police Sgt. Perrette to attend the Tactical Medical Instructor (FLETC) on January 21-

24, 2024, in Pearl, MS, also authorize to pay travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Police 

Sgt. Perrette to attend the Tactical Medical Instructor (FLETC) on January 21-24, 2024, in Pearl, 

MS, also authorize to pay travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Fire Chief Foresman and FLSE/PIO Rhone to attend the MS Fire Chiefs Mid-Winter 

Conference January 28 – February 2, 2024, in Ridgeland, MS, also authorize to pay registration 

and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Fire 

Chief Foresman and FLSE/PIO Rhone to attend the MS Fire Chiefs Mid-Winter Conference 

January 28 – February 2, 2024, in Ridgeland, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Steven Naron as a full-time uncertified police officer at the rate of P1, pending 

background and physical results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to hire 

Steven Naron as a full-time uncertified police officer at the rate of P1, pending background and 

physical results, per the Police Chief’s recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Grenisha Rogers as a full-time uncertified police officer at the rate of P1, 

pending background and physical results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to hire 

Grenisha Rogers as a full-time uncertified police officer at the rate of P1, pending background 

and physical results, per the Police Chief’s recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Accept resignation from Police Sgt. McNeil effective November 2, 2023 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to accept 

resignation from Police Sgt. McNeil effective November 2, 2023. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Police Officer Dickson to receive a temporary pay increase to $27.25 per hour, while 

serving as an SGT until the position is filled  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize Police 

Officer Dickson to receive a temporary pay increase to $27.25 per hour, while serving as an SGT 

until the position is filled, per the Police Chiefs recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to change the status of Police Officer Hickey from part-time to full-time status, with a 

pay increase to $25.00 per hour 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

change the status of Police Officer Hickey from part-time to full-time status, with a pay increase 

to $25.00 per hour, per the Police Chiefs recommendation. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to pay half of the lowest and best quote from 3T Tree Service to remove a tree near 

203 West Gilmore  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to pay 

half of the lowest and best quote from 3T Tree Service to remove a tree near 203 West Gilmore. 

All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to set a Public Hearing for an application to rezone the property at the corner of 

Miracle Drive and Woolfolk Rd from R-2 to R-3, requested by Robert Bailey 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to set a 

Public Hearing for an application to rezone the property at the corner of Miracle Drive and 

Woolfolk Rd from R-2 to R-3, requested by Robert Bailey. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to declare a Brush Chipper, Model BC 1400, VIRU1614931000810 from the Public 

Works Department surplus and dispose of  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

declare a Brush Chipper, Model BC 1400, VIRU1614931000810 from the Public Works 

Department surplus and dispose of. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to accept the lowest and best quote from Morgan & Thornburg Service Solutions to 

replace two lift stations in Back Acres (New Image Funds) for a total of $214,868.00 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to 

accept the lowest and best quote from Morgan & Thornburg Service Solutions to replace two lift 

stations in Back Acres (New Image Funds) for a total of $214,868.00. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayors Corner 

Mayor Graves asked the Board to keep Alderman Simpson in their thoughts and prayers, he’s 

had quite an extensive surgery 

 

 

 

 

Adjourn  

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, and seconded by Alderman Moore, to adjourn. 

All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Greg Graves, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________  

Katie Harbin –City Clerk 


