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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on October 3, 2023, at 

5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time.  Mayor Greg Graves called the meeting to order, and 

the following Aldermen were present: Simpson, Dear, Hale, Moore, and Tanksley.  Also present 

were:  City Attorney Ginger Miller, City Clerk Katie Harbin, Police Chief Chandler, Assistant Chief 

Defore, Fire Chief Ethan Foresman, Fire Inspector Brevin Holden, Community 

Development/Tourism Director Jamie Sowell, EDF Director Britt Herrin, Brett Brown, Thurman 

Caldwell, Michael Cathey, and Joe Cooper. Alderman Tanksley arrived late. 

 

Mayor Graves gave the invocation.  

 

Approve Agenda 

 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
October 3, 2023 

City Hall 5pm 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Adopt Ordinance Establishing Property Maintenance Requirements for Agricultural and 

Future Development Zones Bordering Residential Areas   

 

5. Department Reports 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

6. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on September 19, 

2023 

 

7. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 30763 – 30955 for a total of $1,021,425.43 

 

8. Authorize to pay Tate Co. EDF Invoice 2203 in the amount of $15,375.00 for the quarterly 

dues (didn’t make the docket) 

 

9. Authorize to hire Jeremy Hooper as a full-time certified Police Officer at the rate of P2, 

pending physical and background screening results 

 

10. Authorize to accept the letter of resignation from Police Sergeant Mahan, effective October 

8, 2023 

 

11. Authorize to promote Police Officer Samuel Hoskins to the rank of Sergeant with the pay 

increase 

 

12. Authorize to hire Larry Sowell as a part-time Fire Inspector (budgeted for)  

 

13. Authorize to accept the resignation from Public Works employee Tony Rush, effective 

October 10, 2023 

 

14. Authorize to give Firefighter Austin Brown a raise of $1.00 per hour for completing 

Firefighter 1001 

 

15. Authorize to donate Police Unit # 213, a 2013 Chevrolet Impala with VIN 

2G1WD5E36D1261800, to the Senatobia Tate County Career & Technical Center for their 

Law Enforcement Vocational Program  

 

16. Authorize to purchase 2023 Dodge Durango from Kirk Brothers in the amount of $39,312 

(on State Contract)  
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17. Authorize to accept the lowest and best interest rate quote of 5.5% to finance the purchase of 

a 2023 Dodge Durango and outfitting from First Financial, with a loan to total $42,965 

 

18. Authorize to declare surplus and dispose of a 2005 International Truck with VIN 

1HTSCAVM62H520703 (Public Works) 

 

19. Approve Municipal Compliance Questionnaire FYE 2023 

 

20. Authorize Senatobia Main Street to apply for the T-Mobile Hometown Grant on behalf of the 

city 

 

21. Authorize to declare building letters from the Building and Court Department building 

surplus and dispose of 

 

22. Executive Session – Economic Updates 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

First Security Bank 

Street Paving 

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Moore, to approve the 

agenda as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

 

Adopt Ordinance Establishing Property Maintenance Requirements for Agricultural and Future 

Development Zones Bordering Residential Areas   

 

 

Ordinance Establishing Property Maintenance Requirements for 

Agricultural and Future Development Zones Bordering Residential 

Areas 
 
Section 1: Purpose 

 

The purpose of this ordinance is to ensure the orderly maintenance of properties that border 

residential areas within the City of Senatobia, Mississippi, which are utilized for agricultural 

purposes or designated for future development. This ordinance is enacted to prevent 

nuisances and maintain the aesthetic quality of residential neighborhoods. 

Section 2: Definitions 

 

A. "Agricultural Property" refers to land used for farming, livestock, horticulture, 

or similar agricultural activities. 

B. "Future Development Zone" pertains to properties designated for future 

residential, commercial, or industrial development. 

C. "Residential Area" means any area within the City of Senatobia zoned for residential use. 

 

Section 3: Property Border Maintenance 

 

All properties that border residential areas and are designated as Agricultural Property or 

Future Development Zones must maintain a 12-foot border along the property line adjacent to 

the residential area. This border shall be routinely groomed and kept orderly to prevent the 

creation of nuisances. 

Section 4: Maintenance Standards 

 

A. The property border shall be kept free of tall grass, weeds, brush, and debris. 

B. Trees and shrubs within the 12-foot border must be trimmed and maintained 

to prevent overgrowth or obstruction of views. 
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C. Fences, if present, shall be in good repair and not constitute a safety hazard. 

D. Any structures or equipment within the 12-foot border shall be maintained in a neat 

and orderly manner. 

 

Section 5: Frequency of Maintenance 

 

Property owners or occupants shall be responsible for maintaining the 12-foot border. 

Maintenance shall be performed on a regular basis, at least once every month, to ensure 

compliance with this ordinance. 

Section 6: Enforcement 

 

The City of Senatobia may enforce this ordinance through inspections and notices of violation. 

Property owners or occupants found in violation shall be provided with a reasonable timeframe 

to correct the issue (7 days). Failure to comply may result in fines or other enforcement actions 

as allowed by law. 

Section 7: Effective Date 

 

This ordinance shall be in full force and effective November 3, 2023, thirty days after passage 

and being published according to the law. 

Section 8: Severability 

 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this ordinance is for any 

reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion 

shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall not 

affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof. 

Section 9: Repeal 

 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of 

such conflict. 

 

Passed and adopted by the City Council of Senatobia, Mississippi, on this the 3rd day of 

October 2023. 

 

___________________________ 

Greg Graves, Mayor 

City of Senatobia, Mississippi 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

Katie Harbin, City Clerk 

City of Senatobia, Mississippi 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, seconded by Alderman Moore, to waive the 

reading and adopt Ordinance Establishing Property Maintenance Requirements for Agricultural 

and Future Development Zones Bordering Residential Areas. All present voting yea, motion 

carried. 

Alderman Tanksley arrived. 
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Department Reports 

 

Mayor Graves asked the Board if anyone had any questions about any of the department reports. 

 

Alderman Moore asked when the estimated date of completion for the artificial turf project is. 

 

Mayor Graves stated it looks like they are scheduled to start playing in February. 

 

Alderman Tanskley asked when the water is planned to be shut off for repair.  

 

Mayor Graves answered Monday, October 9, 2023. 

 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over each consent agenda item, numbers 6 - 21, asked if anyone had any 

questions.  

 

No questions were asked. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

consent agenda as presented. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on September 19, 

2023 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on September 19, 2023.  All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 
Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 30763 – 30955 for a total of $1,021,425.43 (as funds are 
available) 
   

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 
Docket of Claims numbers: 30763 – 30955 for a total of $1,021,425.43, as funds are available.  
All present voting yea, motion carried. 
 

Authorize to hire Jeremy Hooper as a full-time certified Police Officer at the rate of P2, pending 

physical and background screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to hire 

Jeremy Hooper as a full-time certified Police Officer at the rate of P2, pending physical and 

background screening results, per the recommendation of the Police Chief. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

Authorize to accept the letter of resignation from Police Sergeant Mahan 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

accept the letter of resignation from Police Sergeant Mahan. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize to promote Police Officer Samuel Hoskins to the rank of Sergeant with the pay 

increase 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

promote Police Officer Samuel Hoskins to the rank of Sergeant with the pay increase, per the 

recommendation of the Police Chief. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to hire Larry Sowell as a part-time Fire Inspector (budgeted for)  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to hire 

Larry Sowell as a part-time Fire Inspector, per the recommendation of the Building and Planning 

Director. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize to accept the resignation from Public Works employee Tony Rush, effective October 

10, 2023 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

accept the resignation from Public Works employee Tony Rush, effective October 10, 2023. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize to give Firefighter Austin Brown a raise of $1.00 per hour for completing Firefighter 

1001 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to give 

Firefighter Austin Brown a raise of $1.00 per hour for completing Firefighter 1001, per the 

recommendation of the Fire Chief. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize to donate Police Unit # 213, a 2013 Chevrolet Impala with VIN 

2G1WD5E36D1261800, to the Senatobia Tate County Career & Technical Center for their Law 

Enforcement Vocational Program  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

donate Police Unit # 213, a 2013 Chevrolet Impala with VIN 2G1WD5E36D1261800, to the 

Senatobia Tate County Career & Technical Center for their Law Enforcement Vocational 

Program. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize to purchase 2023 Dodge Durango from Kirk Brothers in the amount of $39,312 (on 

state contract) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

purchase 2023 Dodge Durango from Kirk Brothers in the amount of $39,312, for the Building 

and Planning Department. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize to accept the lowest and best interest rate quote of 5.5% to finance the purchase of a 

2023 Dodge Durango and outfitting from First Financial, with a loan to total $42,965 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

accept the lowest and best interest rate quote of 5.5% to finance the purchase of a 2023 Dodge 
Durango and outfitting from First Financial, with a loan to total $42,965, for the Building and 
Planning Department. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 

Authorize to declare surplus and dispose of a 2005 International Truck with VIN 

1HTSCAVM62H520703 (Public Works) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

declare surplus and dispose of a 2005 International Truck with VIN 1HTSCAVM62H520703 

from the Public Works Department. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Approve Municipal Compliance Questionnaire FYE 2023 
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Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve Municipal 

Compliance Questionnaire FYE 2023. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize Senatobia Main Street to apply for the T-Mobile Hometown Grant on behalf of the 

city 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize Senatobia 

Main Street to apply for the T-Mobile Hometown Grant on behalf of the city. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to declare building letters from the Building and Court Department building surplus 

and dispose of 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to declare 

building letters from the Building and Court Department building surplus and dispose of. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Mayors Corner 

 

First Security Bank 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that First Security has invited them to their groundbreaking 

ceremony on Wednesday October 11, 2023. 

 

Street Paving 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that Mendrop advised that getting the gravel has put them a 

little behind and sends his apologies.  

 

 

Authorize to go into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Economic 

Updates 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to go 

into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Economic Updates. All voting 

yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize to go into Executive Session for Economic Updates 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Hale, to authorize to go 

into Executive Session for Economic Updates. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to come out of Executive Session for Economic Updates  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

come out of executive session for economic updates. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Recess 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to recess. 

All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

      ____________________________ 

      Greg Graves, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________  

Katie Harbin –City Clerk 


