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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on March 19, 2024, at 
5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time.  Mayor Greg Graves called the meeting to order, and 
the following Aldermen were present: Simpson, Dear, Hale, Garrett, and Tanksley. Also present 
were:  Taylor Heck, City Clerk Katie Harbin, Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson, Police Chief 
Chandler, Assistant Police Chief Warren, Fire Chief Foresman, FLSE/PIO Chantay Rhone, Fire 
Inspector Brevin Holden, Building & Planning Director Stephen Hodges, Public Works Director 
David Cooke, Community Development/Tourism Director Jamie Sowell, Stephanie Warren, Gray 
Ouzts, CMPDD, David Wade, CMPDD and Michael Cathey. 
 
Alderman Tanksley gave the invocation.  
 
 
Approve Agenda 
 

City of Senatobia 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 

March 19, 2024 
City Hall 5pm 

 
 
1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 
2. Welcome  

 
3. Approve Agenda 

 
4. Public Hearing for the Proposed Comprehensive Plan 

 
5. Public Hearing for the Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

 
6. Request from Senatobia Main Street for Five Star City Fest Sponsorship ($5,000) 

 
7. Request to Appeal the Planning Commission’s decision to table accepting a road until 75% 

completion – Charlie Sanders 
 

Consent Agenda  
 

8. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on March 5, 
2024 
 

9. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 33028 – 33206 for a total of $1,036,810.30 
 

10. Authorize to temporarily close necessary streets on Friday May 10th and Saturday May 11th 
for the Five Star City Festival  

 
11. Authorize Assistant Police Chief Warren to attend the MML Summer Conference in Biloxi, 

MS on June 23– 27, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 
 

12. Authorize Police Chief Chandler to attend the 2024 MACP Summer Educational Conference 
in Biloxi, MS on June 17-21, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 
13. Authorize Assistant Police Chief Warren to attend the FBI Leeda Supervisor Leadership 

Institute Training in Oxford, MS on July 8-12, 2024, also authorize to pay registration  
 

14. Authorize Officer Steelandt to attend the Less Lethal Instructor Course in Crossville, TN on 
May 13-16, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 
15. Authorize to accept the resignation from Police Officer Hoskin 

 
16. Authorize to promote Police Officer Vanderford to the rank of Sergeant with a pay increase 
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17. Authorize to promote Police Officer Duncan to the rank of Sergeant with a pay increase 

 
18. Accept the resignation from Public Works Sewer employee Gerald Tarrance 

 
19. Accept the resignation from Public Works Water employee James Walker 

 
20. Authorize to set a Public Hearing for the request from Ben Smith to rezone the section of 

their Southpoint Community at the corner of Browns Ferry and Terry Lane from AR to R-2 
 

21. Authorize to accept the roads for West Point Subdivision Section D releasing the 
Performance Bond, also authorize to set a Maintenance Bond to be good for 1 year 

 
22. Authorize JMCM Consulting to apply for the SAFER Grant on behalf of the city 

 
23. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign a contract to purchase property on Center Street from Vern 

Barker 
 

24. Authorize to update and renew the lease with Pafford, contingent upon review and approval 
from the City Attorney  

 
25. Authorize to advertise for grass cutting services at the cemeteries and I55/Hwy 740 

Interchange 
 

Mayor’s Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

agenda as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Public Hearing for the Proposed Comprehensive Plan 
 
Exhibit A - Comprehensive Plan  
 
Mayor Graves opened the Public Hearing for the Proposed Comprehensive Plan and asked if 
anyone from the public had any questions or comments for the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Michael Cathey asked if there was a version that highlighted the changes. 
 
Gray Ouzts, CMPDD, stated that she could go over the plan and highlight the changes.  Mrs. 
Ouzts proceeded to review the proposed comprehensive plan. Mrs. Ouzts stated that the 
comprehensive plan is basically a 20–25-year plan for the future with the basis of it being for 
zoning. The comprehensive plan serves as a policy guide for the physical and economic 
development for the community. 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to adopt the 
Comprehensive Plan as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Public Hearing for the Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 
 
Mayor Graves opened the Public Hearing for the Proposed Amendments to the Zoning 
Ordinance and asked if anyone had any questions. 
 
No questions were asked. 
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Gray Ouzts, CMPDD, went over the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, listed 
below.  
 
Ordinance Reorganization Intent: Allow for additional zoning districts to be inserted in the 
Ordinance as needed without interfering with numbering standard in administrative sections.  

1) All general regulations, administrative and enforcement related articles have been moved 
to the front of the Ordinance. 

 
Word/Term Revision  
Intent: Delete or remove references to obsolete or nonapplicable terms. Should these become 
necessary in the future, the Ordinance may be amended to reintroduce these words or terms.  

2) Including but not limited to Building Official, Board of Adjustments, and Inspection 
Stickers. 

 
Definitions  
Intent: Amend definitions to address current regulations, terms, and conditions or to add clarity.  
 

3) Additions: Medical Cannabis related terms; Commercial Vehicle; Flowage Easement; 
Food Truck; Lot, Cove; Public/Quasi Public Facilities 

4) Deletions: Home Occupation requirement of no more than one person other than family 
members may participate 

 
Administration and Enforcement  
Intent: Provide clarity to regulations and remove references to commissions or boards that have 
not been established.  

5) References to Board of Adjustments have been revised to reflect Planning Commission or 
Board of Aldermen as applicable. 

6) Reduce size requirements for public notice signs. 
 
General Provisions  
Intent: Amend provisions to meet current needs or concerns.  

7) Removal of Future Street Lines regulation as roadway and right of way widths are not 
determined by Thoroughfares Plan; therefore, enforcement is not feasible. 

8) Notice and Hearing Opportunity for Non-Conforming Manufactured or Mobile Homes: 
These dwellings were deemed non-conforming by the 2008 Ordinance and this 
Ordinance does not create any new non-conforming uses; therefore, this language is not 
necessary. 

9) Addition of Food Truck regulations 
 
Off-Street Parking, Storage and Loading Regulations  
Intent: Allow for more flex parking regulations  

10) Previous parking requirements are now considered the maximums. 
 
Zoning Districts  
Intent: Amend districts to protect recent investments and development patterns.  

11) Add the following new districts:  
a)  Residential Estate: Creates an estate sized lot that falls between the 10-acre minimum 
of agriculture but greater than the 1/3 acre minimum of R-1. The intent is to allow for 
larger lots with or without grazing animals while avoiding rezoning properties to a 
significantly smaller minimum lot size. 
b) Special Use District: Replace the “Government” district with a zoning district that 
allows for universities and other campus style developments. Government owned 
properties are classified as Public/Quasi Public and can be located in any zoning district 
via Special Exception. 
c) Senatobia Corridor Overlay District: An overlay district adds a layer of regulations to 
the “underlying” or standard zoning designations in a specific area. The Historic 
Downtown Senatobia area as well as the corridor from Interstate 55 to Highway 51 is 
covered by this overlay district. 

 
12) Include a purpose statement with each zoning district to provide clarity. 
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13) Remove arbitrary or subjective statements which are not feasible to enforce (i.e. neighbor 
complaints regarding agricultural uses or exceptions for large lots over 10 acres). 

14) Increase buildable areas for small lots. 
15) Reduce density of R-5 units. 
16) Manufactured and Mobile homes, as defined by the Ordinance, may be replaced in R-6. 
17) Delete exceptions for vehicle repairs in B-1 as excepted businesses are in B-2. 
18) Amend uses in B-3 to allow residential uses and provide more specific use types. 
19) Dimensional controls in B-3 will be determined during Site Plan Review. 
20) Remove special consideration for questionable businesses in M-2. 
21) Extend buffer requirements in M-2. 
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Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Hale, to waiving the 
reading and adopt the Zoning Ordinance with Amendments as presented. All present voting yea, 
motion carried. 
 

 
Request from Senatobia Main Street for Five Star City Fest Sponsorship 
 
Main Street Director Jamie Sowell presented the sponsorship request to the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen. Mrs. Sowell stated that the festival will be held on May 10th and 11th this year. Mrs. 
Sowell thanked the Mayor and Board for their help and support. 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 
request for sponsorship from Senatobia Main Street in the amount of $5,000.00 for Sponsorship 
of the Five Star City Festival, finding that this is a means for advertising and bringing into 
favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities, and resources of the City of Senatobia. All 
present voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Request to Appeal the Planning Commission’s decision to table accepting a road until 75% 
completion – Charlie Sanders 
 
Mr. Charlie Sanders was not present. 
 
Alderman Dear asked if the road would go through. 
 
Building & Planning Director Hodges stated that  

 
Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, seconded by Alderman Hale, to table the 

request to appeal the Planning Commissions’ decision to table accepting a road for Mr. Charlie 
Sanders due to Mr. Sanders not being present for his request. All present voting yea, motion 
carried. 

 
 

Consent Agenda 
 
     Mayor Graves went over the consent agenda items, numbers 8 - 25, asked if anyone had any 
questions.  
 
Alderman Hale asked about item number 20. Mr. Hale stated he read the minutes from the 
Planning Commission and asked what part did they not accept. 
 
Building & Planning Director Hodges stated that the applicant originally requested approval for 
a PUD, with a multi-use type development in there. 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 
consent agenda as presented. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 
 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on March 5, 2024 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 
Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on March 5, 2024. All present 
voting yea, motion carried. 

 
 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 33028 – 33206 for a total of $1,036,810.30 (as funds are 
available) 
   

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 
Docket of Claims numbers: 33028 – 33206 for a total of $1,036,810.30, as funds are available. 
All present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to temporarily close necessary streets on Friday May 10th and Saturday May 11th for 
the Five Star City Festival  
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 
temporarily close necessary streets on Friday May 10th and Saturday May 11th for the Five Star 
City Festival. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize Assistant Police Chief Warren to attend the MML Summer Conference in Biloxi, MS 
on June 23– 27, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize Assistant 
Police Chief Warren to attend the MML Summer Conference in Biloxi, MS on June 23– 27, 
2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize Police Chief Chandler to attend the 2024 MACP Summer Educational Conference in 
Biloxi, MS on June 17-21, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize Police 
Chief Chandler to attend the 2024 MACP Summer Educational Conference in Biloxi, MS on 
June 17-21, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion 
carried. 
 
 
Authorize Assistant Police Chief Warren to attend the FBI Leeda Supervisor Leadership Institute 
Training in Oxford, MS on July 8-12, 2024, also authorize to pay registration  
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize Assistant 
Police Chief Warren to attend the FBI Leeda Supervisor Leadership Institute Training in Oxford, 
MS on July 8-12, 2024, also authorize to pay registration. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize Officer Steelandt to attend the Less Lethal Instructor Course in Crossville, TN on May 
13-16, 2024, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 
  

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize Officer 
Steelandt to attend the Less Lethal Instructor Course in Crossville, TN on May 13-16, 2024, also 
authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize to accept the resignation from Police Officer Hoskin 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to accept 
the resignation from Police Officer Hoskin. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize to promote Police Officer Vanderford to the rank of Sergeant with a pay increase 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 
promote Police Officer Vanderford to the rank of Sergeant with a pay increase. All voting yea, 
motion carried. 

 
 

Authorize to promote Police Officer Duncan to the rank of Sergeant with a pay increase 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 
promote Police Officer Duncan to the rank of Sergeant with a pay increase. All voting yea, 
motion carried. 
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Accept the resignation from Public Works Sewer employee Gerald Tarrance 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to accept the 
resignation from Public Works Sewer employee Gerald Tarrance. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Accept the resignation from Public Works Water employee James Walker 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to accept the 

resignation from Public Works Water employee James Walker. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize to set a Public Hearing for the request from Ben Smith to rezone the section of their 
Southpoint Community at the corner of Browns Ferry and Terry Lane from AR to R-2 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to set a 

Public Hearing for the request from Ben Smith to rezone the section of their Southpoint 
Community at the corner of Browns Ferry and Terry Lane from AR to R-2 to be held on April 
16, 2024, at 5pm. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize to accept the roads for West Point Subdivision Section D releasing the Performance 
Bond, also authorize to set a Maintenance Bond to be good for 1 year 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to accept 

the roads for West Point Subdivision Section D releasing the Performance Bond, also authorize 
to set a Maintenance Bond in the amount of $27,000, with a term of 1 year. All voting yea, 
motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize JMCM Consulting to apply for the SAFER Grant on behalf of the City 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize JMCM 
Consulting to apply for the SAFER Grant on behalf of the City. All voting yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize Mayor Graves to sign a contract to purchase property on Center Street from Vern 
Barker 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize Mayor 
Graves to sign a contract to purchase property on Center Street from Vern Barker. All voting 
yea, motion carried. 
 
 
Authorize to update and renew the lease with Pafford, contingent upon review and approval from 
the City Attorney  

 
Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear to authorize to update 

and renew the lease with Pafford, contingent upon review and approval from the City Attorney. 
All voting yea, motion carried. 

 
Authorize to advertise for grass cutting services at the cemeteries and I55/Hwy 740 Interchange 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Hale, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 
advertise for grass cutting services at the cemeteries and I55/Hwy 740 Interchange. All voting 
yea, motion carried. 
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Mayor’s Corner 
 
Paving 
Mayor Graves advised the Board that he spoke with Greg Smith with Mendrop regarding the 
paving project. Mr. Smith advised that the ground is still too wet to get back started on the 
paving. 
 
EDF 
Mayor Graves advised the Board that the numbers he handed them are what EDF is proposing. 
They are working to get some information together for us and all funding participants. 
Alderman Simpson asked if we are going to address what we will pay from April 1st through the 
end of the fiscal year. 
Mayor Graves stated he was thinking nothing for now, unless y’all advise me otherwise. Mayor 
Graves stated that the EDF Board is looking at options. Mayor Graves stated that he thinks we 
should wait until after the Five Star City Fest then revisit the situation. 
 
Alderman Dear stated springtime is coming, festivals are coming, and the property across from 
Pocket Park needs to be cleaned up. 
Alderman Tanksley stated there isn’t much they can do. 
Alderman Simpson stated in years previous, Cushman would be in here complaining about the 
French Hotel. It needs to be cleaned up. We went through the whole process of rezoning the Bus 
Shop and all that came with that. Now it’s just sitting there. He needs to do something with his 
buildings.  
Jamie Sowell stated that she has contacted the owner about the properties.  He does keep the 
grass cut. Hodges will need to contact him regarding the safety of the hotel. 
Mayor asked if we could do a safety study. 
Hodges answered we can get an engineer’s letter regarding the safety of the structure. 
Alderman Hale stated we’ve already been through this process, demolition by neglect. 
Jamie Sowell stated he did fix the issues brought up at that time. 
Alderman Hale stated he needs to do something. I’d like to even just see a plan. 
Jamie Sowell stated there are several buildings in the city that need to receive the same letter. 
Alderman Garrett stated that’s what we need to do. 
Jamie Sowell stated that Main Street is going to put fencing around the wall that Main Street 
owns. We had a structural engineer’s report done. The wall between our wall and the wall to the 
property the barber shop is in, is not structurally sound.  
 
 
Adjourn  

 
 Motion was made by Alderman Simpson, and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to 
adjourn. All voting yea, motion carried.  
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Greg Graves, Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________  
Katie Harbin, City Clerk 
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Exhibit A – Comprehensive Plan 
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