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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on August 19, 2025, at 

5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time. Mayor Graves called the meeting to order, and the 

following Aldermen were present: Underwood, Dear, McConnell, Garrett and Tanksley. Also 

present were: Attorney Kenneth Stockton, City Clerk Katie Harbin, Deputy City Clerk Francis 

Johnson, Interim Police Chief Warren,  Interim Deputy Police Chief Hal Vanderford, Fire Chief 

Foresman, FLSE/PIO Chantay Rhone, Director of Operations Stephen Hodges, Director of 

Operations Administrative Director Erika Hodges, Building Inspector Bryan Riley, Parks & 

Recreation Director Jamie Chandler, Community Development & Tourism Director Jamie Sowell, 

EDF Director Anna Cardona, District Attorney Jay Hale, Greg Smith, Dan and Sheena Etherton, 

Dennis McConnell, Brett Brown, Jerry and Dianne Davis, Joyce and Larry Sowell, Jesse Pool, 

Brian Lentz, and Michael Cathey. 

 

Alderman Garrett gave the invocation.  

 

Approve Agenda 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
August 19, 2025 

City Hall 5pm 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. District Attorney, Jay Hale 

 

5. First Regional Library Budget Request – David Powell 

 

6. Discussion of the Shands Bottom C-Store Utility Project Bid 

 

7. Discussion of youth recreation sports 

 

8. Ordinance – School Residency (tabled 8.5.25) 

 

9. Ordinance – Grass Clippings (tabled 8.5.25) 

 

10. Discussion of the lease with Elite Builders LLC for the Ward St Parking lot  

 

Consent Agenda  

 

11. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 4, 

2025 

 

12. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 5, 

2025 

 

13. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 13, 

2025 

 

14. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 39709 – 39851 for a total of $1,435,144.24 

 

15. Authorize Court Clerk Tameka Herron to attend the 2025 MS Municipal Court Clerks 

Conference in Oxford, MS on September 16 – 19, 2025, also authorize to pay travel expenses 

 

16. Authorize Fire Chief Foresman, FLSE Rhone, and Fire Captain Ross to attend the Mid-

Winter Fire Chiefs Conference in Natchez, MS on November 30 – December 3, 2025, also 

authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

17. Authorize to terminate employment with Animal Shelter employee Ashely Moore for 

violating city policy, effective immediately 
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18. Approve the Adopt an Interchange Agreement with MDOT for the Hwy 4 and Hwy 51 

roundabout landscape and grass maintenance 

 

19. Approve denial of ABB Inc. application for Ad Valorem Tax Exemption, following Tate 

Counties denial motion 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

agenda as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

District Attorney, Jay Hale 

 

District Attorney Jay Hale introduced himself to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. Mr. Hale 

went over the areas he is over and the types of things he handles. 

 

 

First Regional Library Budget Request  

 

Brian Lentz with the First Regional Library introduced himself to the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen. Mr. Lentz thanked the Mayor and Aldermen for their support over the years. Mr. 

Lentz stated that the First Regional Library system has 14 branches in 5 counties. He went over 

the number of visitors, services and programs the Library offers the community.  

 

Jesse Pool introduced himself to the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen. Mr. Pool spoke about 

the different programs and events the Library has to offer the community. He also spoke about 

upcoming events.  Mr. Pool stated that during the summer they have free events for the 

community about every day. Mr. Pool advised that their 75thanniversary is coming up, so they 

plan to do something special for that. 

 

Brian Lentz thanked the Mayor and Board again for their continued support for the Library. Mr. 

Lentz stated that they are requesting $98,000 for the upcoming 2026 fiscal year. 

 

 

Discussion of the Shands Bottom C-Store Utility Project Bid 

 

Greg Smith went over the bid received for the Shands Bottom C-Store project with the Mayor 

and Board of Aldermen. Mr. Smith stated that he thinks the bid we received came in about 15% 

– 20% high, which won’t get you down too far. Mr. Smith advised one option would be to only 

rebid the water part of the project or another option would be to rebid for the materials to do the 

water part of the project, using reverse auction and the city staff doing the labor for the project. 

Mr. Smith advised that an inground septic system is doable, it may be about $20,000 to $25,000. 

Mr. Smith stated that he just needs to know how to proceed. 

 

Mayor Graves asked where the C-Store is at on their building. 

 

Greg Smith answered they’ve got a lot of dirt work to do before they can build it. My guess is 

they don’t want to bring anybody in until they can do all of it, but they’ve got a good bit of work 

they could be doing now that doesn’t involve the upright part of the building. 

 

Alderman Dear stated are you saying our guys install the water line? I don’t know if they can. 

Stephen, do you think they would be able to? 

 

Director of Operations Stephen Hodges stated I think they can. The parts would have to be 

purchased. They could do it; it would be a big job. 

 

Alderman Underwood asked if there was anything else going on with the land. 

 

Mayor Graves answered no. The portion we have is just to put the water tower on. Most projects 

we do the water and sewer if close and we’d just do a tap. Mayor Graves asked Greg Smith if 

they the C-Store owners are ok with a septic.  
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Greg Smith answered I don’t know, I haven’t spoken to them directly. 

 

Alderman Dear asked where are we on the Back Acres project. 

 

Greg Smith answered we’ve got all the environmental underway and we’re working on getting 

all of our surveys done for all of the easements we have to get. 

 

Mayor Graves asked Mr. Smith how soon do we need to decide on this bid. 

 

Greg Smith answered we can wait a meeting or two. 

 

Mayor Graves stated let’s give the new Aldermen some time to review everything, we can table 

this to the September 16th meeting. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to table this item 

until the September 16, 2025, Board meeting to research different options. All present voting 

yea, motion carried. 

 

Discussion of youth recreation sports 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Jamie Chandler went over the information regarding youth 

recreation sports with Mayor Graves and the Board of Aldermen. Jamie Chandler advised the 

Board that we are requesting to dissolve the Cities relationship with the youth recreational 

baseball league and the City take it over. Mrs. Chandler stated if the City runs it, we will have 

the opportunity to have Dizzy Dean tournaments. I have met with Dizzy Dean, they stated that 

they will work with us, but not with the current youth recreational baseball board. I have 

received a lot of calls, spoken to a lot of parents and groups about youth baseball. All complain 

about the same thing, the current situation. If the City takes it over, it will bring in revenue, not a 

lot on the front end, but it will be revenue. 

 

Alderman Dear stated I know it’s a lot; I’ve gotten a lot of calls over the years. 

 

Jamie Chandler stated the current situation is not working. 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that the current baseball board would not respond to Mrs. 

Chandler messages, calls, etc. I had to contact him to make him meet with us. 

 

Alderman Garrett stated that he has gotten a lot of feedback, and I can sense the current baseball 

league board doesn’t want to work with Mrs. Chandler. But she is the Director, they have to. 

 

Alderman Underwood asked if there is anything legally about this situation. 

 

Alderman Tanksley asked what does it mean for us to take it over. 

 

Jamie Chandler stated that the participants will register with us, we will put them on teams, order 

the supplies.  

 

Alderman Tanksley asked if it is feasible for the City. 

 

Jamie Chandler answered yes. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated so they would be volunteers for us, the coaches. 

 

Jamie Chandler answered yes. We would structure and organize everything. 

 

Alderman Garrett stated if everything they were doing was legit and correct, they shouldn’t have 

a problem. 

 

Alderman Underwood asked about the rest of the youth recreational sports. 
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Jamie Chandler stated we will plan to take them over at some point. Right now it is just baseball. 

In the future yes, we’d like to take over the others. The other groups work well with us, they 

follow the rules and keep me updates. 

 

Alderman Garrett stated so with us taking it over, it would eliminate the problems. 

 

Jamie Chandler answered yes. It would be structured with us, which is currently a big issue and 

is needed. 

 

Alderman McConnell stated what about a contract with the others. 

 

Jamie Chandler stated we can do that if y’all would like. 

 

Mayor Graves stated when the other sports boards want to quit handling it, we will look at taking 

them over also. 

 

Jamie Chandler stated yes, we can. It would be beneficial to the City for us to do so. 

 

Alderman Dear asked about the registration fee amount. 

 

Jamie Chandler stated we wouldn’t change it right now but will look into it. Some places charge 

different fees for living in the city versus in the county, and outside the county. 

 

Mayor Graves stated that he or Jamie Chandler will notify the youth recreational baseball league 

of this change. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve to bring 

the recreational baseball league under the city. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Ordinance – School Residency (tabled 8.5.25) 

 

City Attorney Kenneth Stockton went over his research regarding an ordinance for school 

residency with the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. Mr. Stockton advised that in Desoto County 

they adopted an ordinance that creates a fine, being a misdemeanor. You can do graduated 

penalties, increasing with each offense. If the City wants to adopt an ordinance, we can do that, I 

will write it. The City would handle the prosecution, but the school would have to initiate it. 

 

Alderman Tanksley asked what they would do. 

 

Kenneth Stockton stated that’s up to the school. 

 

Alderman Tanksley stated that’s still the school. 

 

Kenneth Stockton stated it could be written broad. If someone lied on a legal document to a city 

school, this would allow them to change it to be a misdemeanor. 

 

Alderman Tanksley asked what the process is now. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated a person signs an affidavit that the student lives there, if the school 

finds out they don’t, the student will get kicked out. That doesn’t do anything for the person that 

lied on the affidavit form though. 

 

Alderman Tanksley stated so y’all don’t think that’s enough, kicking them out. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated that’s not for the person that lied, there is nothing for that. We want 

to teach kids that it’s not ok to lie. 

 

Kenneth Stockton stated it would be up to the school to contact the City of an issue. The school 

would do the research. Mr. Stockton stated y’all would just be giving an avenue to process. 

 

Alderman Tanksley stated would you not be just picking at people. 
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Alderman Underwood stated no. They don’t do it if it’s not justified. 

 

Alderman Tanksley stated but what if they are wrong. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated then it wouldn’t even get to this point. 

 

Interim Police Chief Warren stated that Mr. Stockton is correct, any document signed with them 

is a legal document. Technically they can take information now to a law enforcement division 

and the person will be charged with a felony and a $500 fine. Is that harsh, yes. Chief Warren 

stated the school is asking for a lesser charge, a misdemeanor. The school does the investigation 

and the Judge decides. 

 

Sheena Etherton stated as a taxpayer to the school, with no kids in the school, I want to know 

that only Senatobia kids are getting the benefits from my tax dollars, and it isn’t being used for 

non-residents of the district. 

 

Dianne Davis stated I’ve taught in several districts and I’m a taxpayer also. Ours is one of the 

poorest. I want my tax dollars to go to kids that live here. 

 

Alderman Tanksley asked Michael Cathey what he thinks about this. 

 

Michael Cathey stated kids come here for different reasons, better education supposedly. Mr. 

Cathey asked how much the school gets per kids enrolled. Stated I know myself, but I want to 

hear what you say. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated $8,200. 

 

Mayor Graves asked Alderman Underwood about how many cases of non-residency do y’all 

have per year. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated about 25 to 30. 

 

Mayor Graves asked what the tuition per child was. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated if it’s requested for a child out of district to come here, it has to be 

petitioned, the school in their district has to approve, then it is $1,200 a child. 

 

Alderman Dear stated I had to do that years ago. They don’t want to approve it now; they will 

lose money. 

 

Mayor Graves asked if a child goes to a school for one year, then the next year changes schools, 

does that not raise a flag, bring it up for question. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated they would do a records transfer. 

 

Alderman Garrett asked if the City doesn’t want a hand in it, but we send an SRO to the house 

for investigation, we still have a hand in it. 

 

Kenneth Stockton stated it’s a law and you have an SRO agreement with the school. 

 

Sheena Etherton stated it sounds like the City school wants a lesser negative impact on anyone 

found guilty. 

 

Alderman Garrett stated I want to do some research on this first. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to table this 

item until the September 16, 2025, Board meeting for further review All present voting yea, 

motion carried. Alderman Underwood abstained from voting. 
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Ordinance – Grass Clippings (tabled 8.5.25) 

 

Director of Operations Stephen Hodges went over the proposed ordinance changes with the 

Mayor and Board.  

 

Alderman Garrett asked if the city will still pick up trees if citizens cut them up. 

Stephen Hodges answered yes. The city only charges if it’s a larger load or if a company cuts the 

trees up for a citizen.  

 

Alderman Garrett stated he’s gotten feedback, concerns about us requiring the bags. 

 

Stephen Hodges stated another part of this is the storm drain. We will actually get fined for 

debris in our storm drains. Mr. Hodges stated on the bags, if certain ones are used it could catch 

fire, that would create a liability issue for us. The bags are needed so that they can be picked up 

more efficiently, don’t clog up our storm drains or create liability issues for the City. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to table this 

item until the September 16, 2025, Board meeting for further review. All present voting yea, 

motion carried.  

 

Discussion of the lease with Elite Builders LLC for the Ward St Parking lot  

 

Mayor Graves asked for this item to be tabled until our special called budget meeting tomorrow, 

since this will affect our budget discussions. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to table this 

item until the August 20, 2025, special board meeting. All present voting yea, motion carried.  

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over consent agenda items 11 - 19 and asked if anyone had any questions. 

 

Alderman Dear asked about item number 18, the Interchange Agreement with MDOT. Are we 

talking about mowing the Hwy 51 roundabout if they take over mowing the I55 Interchange at 

Main Street. 

 

Mayor Graves answered this agreement is just for us mowing the Hwy 51 roundabout. We have 

to submit a separate letter requesting they take over the mowing at the I55 Interchange at Main 

Street. When we meet with MDOT, they advised they would take the I55 over.  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the consent agenda, as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 4, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 4, 2025. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 5, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 5, 2025. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 13, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 13, 2025. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 39709 - 39851 for a total of $1,435,144.24 

   

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the Docket of Claims numbers: 39709 - 39851 for a total of $1,435,144.24, as funds are 

available. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize Court Clerk Tameka Herron to attend the 2025 MS Municipal Court Clerks 

Conference in Oxford, MS on September 16 – 19, 2025, also authorize to pay travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

Court Clerk Tameka Herron to attend the 2025 MS Municipal Court Clerks Conference in 

Oxford, MS on September 16 – 19, 2025, also authorize to pay travel expenses. All present 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize Fire Chief Foresman, FLSE Rhone, and Fire Captain Ross to attend the Mid-Winter 

Fire Chiefs Conference in Natchez, MS on November 30 – December 3, 2025, also authorize to 

pay registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

Fire Chief Foresman, FLSE Rhone, and Fire Captain Ross to attend the Mid-Winter Fire Chiefs 

Conference in Natchez, MS on November 30 – December 3, 2025, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Authorize to terminate employment with Animal Shelter employee Ashely Moore for violating 

city policy, effective immediately 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

to terminate employment with Animal Shelter employee Ashely Moore for violating city policy, 

effective immediately. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Approve the Adopt an Interchange Agreement with MDOT for the Hwy 4 and Hwy 51 

roundabout landscape and grass maintenance 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the Adopt an Interchange Agreement with MDOT for the Hwy 4 and Hwy 51 roundabout 

landscape and grass maintenance All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Approve denial of ABB Inc. application for Ad Valorem Tax Exemption, following Tate 

Counties denial motion 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to deny the 

ABB Inc. application for Ad Valorem Tax Exemption, following Tate Counties denial motion.  

All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Dear, and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to adjourn 

until August 20, 2025, at 4:30pm. All voting yea, motion carried.  

     

 

 

        ________________________________ 

       Greg Graves, Mayor  

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________  

Katie Harbin, City Clerk  
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