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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on September 2, 2025, 

at 5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time. Mayor Graves called the meeting to order, and the 

following Aldermen were present: Underwood, McConnell, Garrett and Tanksley. Also present 

were: Attorney Kenneth Stockton, City Clerk Katie Harbin, Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson, 

Interim Police Chief Warren, Interim Deputy Police Chief Vanderford, Fire Chief Foresman, 

FLSE/PIO Chantay Rhone, Director of Operations Stephen Hodges, Parks & Recreation Director 

Jamie Chandler, Community Development & Tourism Director Jamie Sowell, Animal Shelter 

Director Crystal Roberson, Police Officer Dover, Brett Brown, Al and Sybil Canon, Dan and 

Sheena Etherton, Rickey Stevens, Stephanie Huddleston, Jeanne Warren, and Michael Cathey. 

Alderman Dear was absent. 

 

Alderman Underwood gave the invocation.  

 

Approve Agenda 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
September 2, 2025 

City Hall 5pm 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Public Hearing on Ad Valorem Tax Levy and Budget FYE 2026 

 

5. Adopt the Resolution Setting the Ad Valorem Tax Levy FYE 2026 

 

6. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign a lease with Elite Builders LLC for the Ward Street Parking 

Lot  

 

7. Discussion of Committee for Police Chief Position – Alderman Tanksley 

 

8. Department Reports 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

9. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 19, 

2025 

 

10. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 20, 

2025 

 

11. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 27, 

2025 

12. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 39852 – 40002 for a total of $1,569,542.24 

 

13. Authorize part-time Animal Shelter employee Nathan Farrow to move to the open full-time 

position 

 

14. Authorize to hire Sarah Smith as a part-time Animal Shelter Technician at a rate of $12.01 

per hour 

 

15. Authorize to hire Bentavious Galmore as a part-time Certified Firefighter at a rate of $13.90 

per hour 

 

16. Authorize to hire Michael Putman as a part-time Certified Firefighter at a rate of $13.90 per 

hour 

 

17. Authorize to demote Police Sergeant Dover to Police Officer and reflect pay reduction to a 

P4 level, effective immediately, for violating city policy 
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18. Authorize the City to apply for the 2025 MOSTF Grant for the Railroad Trail project 

 

19. Authorize to accept the lowest and best quote from Addison Tree Care in the amount of 

$7,600.00 to remove two trees  

 

20. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Agreement with Wells Fargo renewing our copier lease 

 

21. Executive Session – Litigation  

 

Mayor’s Corner 

  

NWCC  

Police Chief Position Update 

Mayor/Aldermen Duties & Responsibilities    

 

REVISED 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
September 2, 2025 

City Hall 5pm 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Public Hearing on Ad Valorem Tax Levy and Budget FYE 2026 

 

5. Adopt the Resolution Setting the Ad Valorem Tax Levy FYE 2026 

 

6. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign a lease with Elite Builders LLC for the Ward Street 

Parking Lot  

 

7. Discussion of Committee for Police Chief Position – Alderman Tanksley 

 

8. Department Reports 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

9. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 

19, 2025 

 

10. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 20, 

2025 

 

11. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 27, 

2025 

 

12. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 39852 – 40002 for a total of $1,569,542.24 

 

13. Authorize part-time Animal Shelter employee Nathan Farrow to move to the open full-

time position 

 

14. Authorize to hire Sarah Smith as a part-time Animal Shelter Technician at a rate of 

$12.01 per hour 

 

15. Authorize to hire Bentavious Galmore as a part-time Certified Firefighter at a rate of 

$13.90 per hour 
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16. Authorize to hire Michael Putman as a part-time Certified Firefighter at a rate of $13.90 

per hour 

 

17. Authorize the City to apply for the 2025 MOSTF Grant for the Railroad Trail project 

 

18. Authorize to accept the lowest and best quote from Addison Tree Care in the amount of 

$7,600.00 to remove two trees  

 

19. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Agreement with Wells Fargo renewing our copier 

lease 

 

20. Executive Session – Police Department Personnel and Litigation  

 

Mayor’s Corner 

  

NWCC  

Police Chief Position Update 

Mayor/Aldermen Duties & Responsibilities   

 
Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to approve 

the agenda, as presented, after moving item number 17 to Executive Session for Police 

Personnel. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Public Hearing on Ad Valorem Tax Levy and Budget FYE 2026 

 

Mayor Graves opened up the Public Hearing on the Ad Valorem Tax Levy and Budget for fiscal 

year 2026. Mayor Graves advised that there will not be a change in our current millage rate, it 

will remain at 30.70.  

Mayor Graves asked if anyone from the Public or Board had any questions or comments. 

 

No comments were stated nor questions asked. 

 

 

Adopt the Resolution Setting the Ad Valorem Tax Levy FYE 2026 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN  

OF THE CITY OF SENATOBIA, TATE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI,  

FIXING THE RATE OF TAXES LEVIED FOR THE YEAR 2025-2026 ON ALL  

TAXABLE PROPERTY IN THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATE LIMITS  

OF THE CITY OF SENATOBIA AND THE SENATOBIA MUNICIPAL SEPARATE  

SCHOOL DISTRICT, TATE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AS AUTHORIZED BY LAW 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Senatobia, Tate County, 

Mississippi, that the tax rate authorized to be collected on all taxable property in the City of Senatobia and 

the Senatobia Separate School District, Tate County, Mississippi, is as follows: 

 

For General purposes and general improvements there is hereby levied, fixed, and authorized to 

be collected, Twenty-four and 14/100 (24.14) mills on the dollar of assessed valuation on all the taxable 

property in the corporate limits of the City of Senatobia (Section 27-39-307 Mississippi Code, 1972 

Annotated). 

 

For the retirement of G. O. Bonds for Debt Service there is hereby levied, fixed, and 

authorized to be collected, Five and 56/100 (5.56) mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation on all 

taxable property in the corporation limits of the City of Senatobia (Section 21-33-87, Mississippi 

Code, 1972 Annotated).  

 

For the funding of a new Fire Truck there is hereby levied, fixed, and authorized to be 

collected, One and 00/100 (1.00) mill on the dollar of the assessed valuation on all taxable property in 

the corporation limits of the City of Senatobia. (Section 27-39-307 Mississippi Code, 1972 

Annotated). 

 

For the support of the District Maintenance Fund there is hereby levied, fixed, and authorized 

to be collected, Forty-seven and 90/100 (47.90) mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation on all 
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taxable property in the Senatobia Separate School District (Section 37-57-104, Mississippi Code, 1972 

Annotated). 

 

For the retirement of G. O. School Bonds for the 2015 3,000,000 Bond Issue there is hereby 

levied, fixed, and authorized to be collected One and 51/100 (1.51) mills on the dollar of the assessed 

valuation on all taxable property in the Senatobia Separate School District (Section 37-59-1, Mississippi 

Code, 1972 Annotated). 

 

For the retirement of G. 0. School Bonds for the 2015 Bond Issue there is hereby levied, fixed 

and authorized to be collected Seven and 08/100 (7.08) mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation on 

all taxable property in the Senatobia Separate School District (Section 37-59-1, Mississippi Code, 1972 

Annotated). 

 

For the support of the Regional Vocational Education Center, there is hereby levied, fixed, and 

authorized to be collected 90/100 (.90) mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation on all the taxable 

property in the Senatobia Separate School District (Section 37-7-409, Mississippi Code, 1972 

Annotated). 

 

For the purpose of defraying costs of collection of school taxes, there is hereby levied, fixed and 

authorized to be collected One and 72/100 (1.72) mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation on all the 

taxable property in the Senatobia Separate School District (Section 37-57-1, Mississippi Code, 1972 

Annotated). 

 

The total mills for the City of Senatobia, FYE 2025-2026, is Thirty and 70/100 (30.70). 

The total mills for the Senatobia Municipal School District, FYE 2025-2026, is Fifty-nine 

and 11/100 (59.11).  

 

All levies thus made are in compliance with Section 27-39-321, Mississippi Code, 1972 

Annotated. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to adopt the 

Resolution Setting the Ad Valorem Tax Levy for the City of Senatobia and Senatobia Municipal 

School District for the Fiscal Year 2025-2026. 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Underwood, Alderman McConnell, Alderman Garrett and 

Alderman Tanksley. 

Those voting “Nay”: None. 

Absent: Alderman Dear. 

 

ORDERED AND DONE on this the 2nd day of September 2025. 

 

       ____________________ 

       Greg Graves, Mayor 

       City of Senatobia 

____________________ 

Katie Harbin, City Clerk 

City of Senatobia 

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to adopt the 

Resolution Setting the Ad Valorem Tax Levy for the City of Senatobia and Senatobia Municipal 

School District for the Fiscal Year 2025-2026.  

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Underwood, Alderman McConnell, Alderman Garrett 

and Alderman Tanksley. 

Those voting “Nay”: None. 

Absent: Alderman Dear. 
 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign a lease with Elite Builders LLC for the Ward Street Parking Lot  

 

Mayor Graves stated Mrs. Sowell has been in contact with Elite Builders LLC trying to negotiate 

the price of the Ward Street parking lot lease for us. Elite Builders LLC has agreed to lower the 

lease price, increasing it yearly, for a term of 3 years. 

 

Alderman Garrett stated that we really need that parking lot, we don’t have any other parking. 

 

Alderman Tanksley asked if it was year to year. 
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Mayor Graves answered no, it’s for 3 years. The first year will be $600 per month, the second 

year will be $800 per month, and the third year will be $1,000 per month. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to authorize 

Mayor Graves to sign a lease with Elite Builders LLC for the Ward Street Parking Lot.  

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Underwood, Alderman Garrett and Alderman Tanksley. 

Those voting “Nay”: Alderman McConnell. 

Absent: Alderman Dear. 

 

 

Discussion of Committee for Police Chief Position – Alderman Tanksley 

 

Alderman Tanksley stated you said there wasn’t a motion on making the committee. 

 

Mayor Graves answered no. 

 

Alderman Tanksley stated I just say the Board does the applications, not a committee. Do I need 

to put that in a motion? 

 

Mayor Graves answered that it’s up to you, the Board. 

 

City Attorney Kenny Stockton stated I don’t think you need a motion, but it will not hurt, just to 

clarify. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve for 

the Board of Aldermen to review all applications we receive for the current open Police Chief 

Position and to not use a committee. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports 

 

Interim Police Chief Warren advised that everything has been going well. The Flock camera 

system is up and going well. It has already helped outside agencies with recovering 2 stolen 

vehicles and apprehending the suspect. 

 

Fire Chief Foresman stated that everything is going good, has just been normal business. We 

have 3 in the academy that are doing well, and we have received other applications. Hopefully 

we will be able to review those and hire in the near future. 

 

Animal Shelter Director Crystal Roberson advised that everything has been going pretty good. 

Donations have been up, and she thinks getting a new employee, a new face in there, will help. 

 

Director of Operations Hodges stated that everything has been going well, busy. We’ve been 

focusing on the budget. This season, grass season, should be wrapping up, it has kept us very 

busy. We need to repair some equipment. 

 

Alderman Garrett asked when you say grass season getting done, do you mean like wrapping it 

up? I know of some bush hogging that needs to be done and stop signs that need weed eating. 

 

Mr. Hodges answered wishful thinking. We still have a good bit to do. There is a lot on the 

Highway 51 corridor that is MDOT’s responsibility. They seemed to have slowed down on that 

though in the past two years. Our guys aren’t used to cutting there because it’s always been 

MDOT’s responsibility. 

 

Alderman Underwood asked who we report lights out on Highway 740 to. 

 

Mayor Graves answered him. He will report it to PATH. 
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Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over consent agenda items 9 - 20 and asked if anyone had any questions. 

 

No questions were asked. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve the 

consent agenda, as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 19, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve the 

Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 19, 2025. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 20, 2025 

   

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 20, 2025. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 27, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 27, 2025. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 39852 – 40002 for a total of $1,569,542.24 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve the 

Docket of Claims numbers: 39852 – 40002 for a total of $1,569,542.24, as funds are available. 

All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize part-time Animal Shelter employee Nathan Farrow to move to the open full-time 

position 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

part-time Animal Shelter employee Nathan Farrow to move to the open full-time position. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Sarah Smith as a part-time Animal Shelter Technician at a rate of $12.01 per 

hour 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

hire Sarah Smith as a part-time Animal Shelter Technician at a rate of $12.01 per hour. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Bentavious Galmore as a part-time Certified Firefighter at a rate of $13.90 per 

hour 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

hire Bentavious Galmore as a part-time Certified Firefighter at a rate of $13.90 per hour. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to hire Michael Putman as a part-time Certified Firefighter at a rate of $13.90 per hour 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

hire Michael Putman as a part-time Certified Firefighter at a rate of $13.90 per hour. All voting 

yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize the City to apply for the 2025 MOSTF Grant for the Railroad Trail project 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

the City to apply for the 2025 MOSTF Grant for the Railroad Trail project. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to accept the lowest and best quote from Addison Tree Care in the amount of 

$7,600.00 to remove two trees  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

accept the lowest and best quote from Addison Tree Care in the amount of $7,600.00 to remove 

two trees at Public Works. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Agreement with Wells Fargo renewing our copier lease 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize 

Mayor Graves to sign the Agreement with Wells Fargo renewing our copier lease. All voting 

yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Mayors Corner 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that Mr. Heindl with NWCC has invited them all out to the 

NWCC Ranger football game on Thursday evening. 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that we need to decide on some things for the Police Chief 

position, the salary, parameters and procedures for going over the applications and interviewing. 

 

Mayor Graves advised that he has passed out information from MS State Law on the Alderman 

and Mayor duties, regarding the separation of duties/power. Stating that we need to make sure 

we are handing the communication between Aldermen and employees correctly, advising that 

communication needs to come through him and not directly to employees. 

 

 

Go into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Police Personnel and 

Litigation 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to 

authorize to go into closed session to discuss going into Executive Session for police personnel 

and litigation. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Executive Session for Police Personnel and Litigation 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to go into 

Executive Session for police personnel and litigation. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Police Personnel 

 

Motion was made by Alderman McConnell, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

to demote Police Sergeant James Dover to Police Officer, reducing his salary to a P4, effective 

immediately, for violating city policy. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Come out of Executive Session 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to come out 

of executive session. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Mayor Graves announced the action taken in Executive Session. 

 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman McConnell, and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to 

adjourn until September 9, 2025, at 5pm. All voting yea, motion carried.  

     

 

 

 

        ________________________________ 

       Greg Graves, Mayor  

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________  

Katie Harbin, City Clerk  


