
CITY OF SENATOBIA REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 4, 2025 

 

MINUTE BOOK NUMBER FF PAGE NUMBER 2025-11- 4   1 

 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on November 4, 2025, 

at 5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time. Mayor Graves called the meeting to order, and the 

following Aldermen were present: Underwood, Dear, McConnell, Garrett and Tanksley. Also 

present were: City Clerk Katie Harbin, Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson, Police Chief 

Vanderford, Fire Chief Foresman, FLSE/PIO Chantay Rhone, Director of Operations Stephen 

Hodges, Building Inspector Bryan Riley, Parks & Recreation Director Jamie Chandler, Community 

Development & Tourism Director Jamie Sowell, Brett Brown, Dan Etherton, Anna Cardona, and 

Michael Cathey.  

 

Alderman Garrett gave the invocation.  

 

Approve Agenda 

  

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
November 4, 2025 

City Hall 5pm 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Public Hearing for the Subdivision Ordinance Amendment 

 

5. Economic Update, Anna Cardona, EDF Director 

 

6. Request for funding from the Heritage Museum Foundation of Tate County  

 

7. Department Reports 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

8. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on October 21, 

2025 

 

9. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 40607 – 40849 for a total of $1,334,571.34 

 

10. Authorize Mayor Graves, Board of Aldermen, and City Clerk to attend the MML Mid-

Winter Conference on January 12-15, 2026, in Jackson, MS, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses 

 

11. Authorize Firefighter Daniel Williams to attend the Engine Company Ops Class at the MS 

State Fire Academy in Pearl, MS on December 1-5, 2025, also authorize to pay registration 

and travel expenses (replacing Greg Atkinson) 

 

12. Acknowledge the resignation from Downtown Beautification employee Bill Burns effective 

November 7, 2025 

 

13. Acknowledge the resignation from Code Enforcement Officer Jeremy Hooper effective 

November 10, 2025 

 

14. Authorize to hire Kylan Martin as a full-time Public Works Street Department at a rate of 

$15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

15. Authorize to hire Baylor Albritton as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 

per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

16. Authorize to hire Travis Billingsley as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 

per hour, pending background and drug screening results 
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17. Authorize to hire David Wallace as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 

per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

18. Authorize to hire Jayden Sanders as a full-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 

per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

19. Accept the lowest and best quote from Brocato in the amount of $20,195.95 for sewer repair 

on Eagle View 

 

20. Authorize to get an appraisal for City Property, Parcel 09-320000700  

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 

 

REVISED 

 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
November 4, 2025 

City Hall 5pm 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Public Hearing for the Subdivision Ordinance Amendment 

 

5. Request for funding from the Heritage Museum Foundation of Tate County  

 

6. Department Reports 

 

7. Authorize to add item authorizing repair to our 2023 Mack sanitation truck 

 

8. Authorize repair to the 2023 Mack Sanitation truck, VIN 6944, with Tri State Truck 

Center 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

9. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on October 

21, 2025 

 

10. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 40607 – 40849 for a total of $1,334,571.34 

 

11. Authorize Mayor Graves, Board of Aldermen, and City Clerk to attend the MML Mid-

Winter Conference on January 12-15, 2026, in Jackson, MS, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses 

 

12. Authorize Firefighter Daniel Williams to attend the Engine Company Ops Class at the 

MS State Fire Academy in Pearl, MS on December 1-5, 2025, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses (replacing Greg Atkinson) 

 

13. Acknowledge the resignation from Downtown Beautification employee Bill Burns 

effective November 7, 2025 

 

14. Acknowledge the resignation from Code Enforcement Officer Jeremy Hooper effective 

November 10, 2025 

 

15. Authorize to hire Kylan Martin as a full-time Public Works Street Department at a rate of 

$15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 
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16. Authorize to hire Baylor Albritton as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of 

$12.90 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

17. Authorize to hire Travis Billingsley as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of 

$12.90 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

18. Authorize to hire David Wallace as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of 

$12.90 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

19. Authorize to hire Jayden Sanders as a full-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of 

$12.90 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

20. Accept the lowest and best quote from Brocato in the amount of $20,195.95 for sewer 

repair on Eagle View 

 

21. Authorize to get an appraisal for City Property, Parcel 09-320000700  

 

22. Closed Session 

 

23. Executive Session – Economic Updates 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

agenda. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Public Hearing – Subdivision Ordinance Amendments 

 

Mayor Graves opened the public hearing for the Subdivision Ordinance Amendments. Mayor 

Graves asked if anyone in the public had any questions or comments. 

 

No one spoke. 

 

Building Inspector Bryan Riley went over the amendments with the Mayor and Board.  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to table this 

item until the November 18, 2025, for the City Attorney to review. All voting yea, motion 

carried.  

 
 

Request for funding from the Heritage Museum Foundation of Tate County 

 

Debbie Perkins presented the request for funding from the Heritage Museum Foundation of Tate 

County to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. Mrs. Perkins stated that she was the volunteer 

President of the Museum for 25 years, Nat Troutt is the Vice President and Martha Clinton is the 

Secretary. Mrs. Perkins went over the history of the Heritage Museum Foundation of Tate 

County, stating that it is currently located in the Tate County Courthouse. Mrs. Perkins advised 

that they are requesting $1,000, the same amount that they have requested in previous years. Ms. 

Perkins stated they are a non-profit organization and this funding helps to cover expenses such as 

insurance,  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve the 

funding request of $1,000 to the Heritage Museum Foundation of Tate County, finding that this 

is a means for advertising and bringing into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities, and 

resources of the City of Senatobia. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports 

 

Police Chief Vanderford stated that he has been meeting with all of the officers, going over 

everything that’s going on, etc., done several community events, meetings. Chief Vanderford 



CITY OF SENATOBIA REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 4, 2025 

 

MINUTE BOOK NUMBER FF PAGE NUMBER 2025-11- 4   4 

 

 

stated that Trunk or Treat went well. Chief Vanderford also stated that they have received a lot of 

complaints regarding speeding on Hammond Hill and they have been working to correct that 

issue. 

 

Fire Chief Foresman stated that everything has been going well. On this agenda they have the 

last of the hires, if approved, to bring them to be fully staffed, which they are very excited about. 

Chief Foresman stated they have had several in various trainings. Chief Foresman stated that 

October was Fire Prevention month, which Chantay Rhone did a great job with. 

 

FLSE/PIO Chantay Rhone spoke to the Mayor and Board about the Fire Prevention month and 

activities. Mrs. Rhone stated that they visited several schools, still have some more scheduled to 

visit, she mailed out a newsletter and did several social media posts regarding Fire Prevention. 

Mrs. Rhone advised that the school events, newsletter, etc., help a great deal. The community 

gets a lot out of these, and the kids learning the information at school take it home to their 

parents. 

 

Director of Operations Stephen Hodges stated that we have received the RFP’s back for garbage 

collection services. We are still reviewing these and looking at the numbers, we hope to have this 

ready for you to review soon. Mr. Hodges advised the Mayor and Board that our Fire Inspector 

Brevin Holden was selected to be on the Mississippi Fire Investigators Association Board, also, 

our Building Inspector Bryant Riley, sits on the Building Officials Association of Mississippi 

Board. Mr. Hodges stated that he is very proud of them and very lucky to be able to work with 

such great individuals, along with the rest of the staff. Mr. Hodges advised that they are 

continuing to patch potholes throughout the city. 

 

Alderman Dear stated that he’s seen a rental garbage truck around, is ours down again. 

 

Director of Operations Hodges answered yes sir. Ours is in the shop waiting on repairs. 

 

Community Development/Tourism Director Jamie Sowell advised the Mayor and Board that 

Trunk or Treat went great. We have lots of events coming up this season, Christmas Open 

House, Christmas Tree Lighting, Buy a Tree, Small Business Saturday and the Christmas Parade. 

Mrs. Sowell advised that events are about 10% of what she does. Main Street is responsible for 

most of the events, as a non-profit organization. Mrs. Sowell thanked the Board for allowing her 

to be the Director of Senatobia Main Street. Mrs. Sowell advised that she handles grants, 

projects, helping businesses, etc., as part of her Community Development / Tourism role. Mrs. 

Sowell advised the Mayor and Board that we have had a schedule change for the Downtown 

Revitalization project; it was decided to complete the work on College Street and behind our city 

buildings here on Front Street before starting work on Front Street. This help the businesses right 

here on Front Street, by them being more accessible during the Holiday season. I have gone door 

to door to advise the citizens and business owners in this area of the updates, the updates are also 

placed on the website for the Downtown Revitalization project, which is linked to the City 

website.  

 

Mayor Graves stated that he also thinks Trunk or Treat went very well. Mayor Graves stated that 

the earlier time for the younger kids seemed to go better this year. I was also told by a business 

owner that the Witches Night Out went very well for them. 

 

Community Development/Tourism Director Jamie Sowell stated, yes, that event went great too. 

The proceeds from that event go toward our Animal Shelter. 

 

Parks Director Jamie Chandler advised that fall ball is now over. I am preparing everything for 

the spring season. High school soccer is currently practicing and playing their home games at the 

sports park. Ms. Chandler plans to start the spring registration in mid-December. 

 

Alderman Garrett asked if they have gotten the rye grass down. 

 

Parks Director Jamie Chandler stated that they are getting it out everywhere but where soccer is 

being played. They will get it down there when soccer is finished. 

 

Alderman Dear stated let’s hit spring with everything we need, all the umpires, people to run the 

scoreboard, let’s get it right.  
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Parks Director Jamie Chandler answered yes sir, absolutely.  

 

Mayor Graves stated now that we are running the league, umpires shouldn’t be a problem. 

 

Dan Etherton gave an update to the Mayor and Board from the Senatobia Historic Preservation 

Commission regarding the properties located at 305, 307, 309 and 311 on West Main Street in 

the Historic Downtown District. Mr. Etherton stated the Historic Preservation Commission sent 

out certified letters to the property owners and we received acknowledgment back from them. 

Mr. Etherton stated that the property owners will be at their meeting on November 20, 2025, for 

an informal discussion about their properties, what’s wrong with the buildings and a path to get 

the situations corrected. 

 

Alderman Underwood asked if the Senatobia Historic Preservation Commission gets asked by 

other businesses what going on with those properties. 

 

Dan Etherton answered yes, we do. In our ordinance, it refers to demolish by neglect. Late this 

spring we sent out two demolition by neglect letters, one to the pawn shop building and the other 

to the adult day care. Those buildings are literally crumbling due to lack of maintenance. The 

process is, we send a letter out and the property owner is supposed to do repairs within 30 days. 

If they don’t, we send another letter out and then have a public hearing. Demolition by neglect 

isn’t something that the Commission has historically exercised. Most of the omission is new and 

we are trying to understand what the process looks like so we can be proactive branch of the 

government instead of sitting around approving pain colors. We have to be careful with how we 

do it, so we don’t get the city in trouble. 

 

 

Approve to add item for authorizing repair to our 2023 Mack sanitation truck to the agenda 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

adding item to authorize repairs to the 2023 Mack sanitation truck to the agenda. All voting yea, 

motion carried.  

 

 

Authorize repair to the 2023 Mack Sanitation truck, VIN 6944, at Tri State Truck Center 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell to authorize the 

repairs to our 2023 Mack sanitation truck, VIN 6944, at Tri State Truck Center for an estimated 

cost of $28,135.35. All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over consent agenda items 9- 21 and asked if anyone had any questions. 

 

Alderman McConnell stated he will have to vote no on the Minutes from October 21, 2025, 

because he has not had time to finish reading them. 

 

Mayor Graves stated we can pull that item and add it to the November 18, 2025, agenda for 

approval. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the consent agenda, after removing the October 21, 2025, item. All present voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 40607 – 40849 for a total of $1,334,571.34 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the Docket of Claims numbers: 40607 - 40849 for a total of $1,334,571.34, as funds are 

available. All present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize Mayor Graves, Board of Aldermen, and the City Clerk to attend the MML Mid-Winter 

Conference on January 12-15, 2026, in Jackson, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

Mayor Graves, Board of Aldermen, and the City Clerk to attend the MML Mid-Winter 

Conference on January 12-15, 2026, in Jackson, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Firefighter Daniel Williams to attend the Engine Company Ops Class at the MS State 

Fire Academy in Pearl, MS on December 1-5, 2025, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses (replacing Greg Atkinson) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

Firefighter Daniel Williams to attend the Engine Company Ops Class at the MS State Fire 

Academy in Pearl, MS on December 1-5, 2025, also authorize to pay registration and travel 

expenses (replacing Greg Atkinson). All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Acknowledge the resignation from Downtown Beautification employee Bill Burns effective 

November 7, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to 

acknowledge the resignation from Downtown Beautification employee Bill Burns effective 

November 7, 2025. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Acknowledge the resignation from Code Enforcement Officer Jeremy Hooper effective 

November 10, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to 

acknowledge the resignation from Code Enforcement Officer Jeremy Hooper effective 

November 10, 2025. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Kylan Martin as a full-time Public Works Street Department at a rate of $15.00 

per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

to hire Kylan Martin as a full-time Public Works Street Department at a rate of $15.00 per hour, 

pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Baylor Albritton as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 per 

hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

to hire Baylor Albritton as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 per hour, 

pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Travis Billingsley as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 per 

hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

to hire Travis Billingsley as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 per hour, 

pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to hire David Wallace as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 per 

hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

to hire David Wallace as a part-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 per hour, 

pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Jayden Sanders as a full-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 per 

hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

to hire Jayden Sanders as a full-time uncertified Firefighter at the rate of $12.90 per hour, 

pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Accept the lowest and best quote from Brocato in the amount of $20,195.95 for sewer repair on 

Eagle View 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to accept the 

lowest and best quote from Brocato in the amount of $20,195.95 for sewer repair on Eagle View. 

All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to get an appraisal for City Property, Parcel 09-320000700  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize 

to get an appraisal for City Property, Parcel 09-320000700. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Closed Session 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Garrett to go into 

Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Economic Updates. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Executive Session for Economic Updates 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Garrett to go into 

Executive Session for Economic Updates. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Come out of Executive Session 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Garrett to go come out 

of Executive Session. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman McConnell, and seconded by Alderman Underwood, to 

adjourn. All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

 

        ________________________________ 

       Greg Graves, Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________  

Katie Harbin, City Clerk  


