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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on December 2, 2025, 

at 5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time. Mayor Graves called the meeting to order, and the 

following Aldermen were present: Underwood, Dear, McConnell, Garrett (via phone) and Tanksley. 

Also present were: City Attorney Kenneth Stockton, Deputy City Clerk Francis Johnson, Police 

Chief Vanderford, Police Officer Howell, Police Officer McCowans, Director of Operations 

Stephen Hodges, Parks & Recreation Director Jamie Chandler, Community Development & 

Tourism Director Jamie Sowell, Brett Brown, Dan Etherton, Ricky Stevens, Dennis McConnell, 

Joyce & Larry Sowell, Darrell Dixon, Willer Eppenger, Patricia Wright and Michael Cathey. 

 

Mayor Graves announced the passing of Pamela Patton, our Utility Billing Supervisor. Mayor 

Graves stated that Pamela has been with us for the past six years, she was a wonderful person 

and a very dedicated employee. She will be greatly missed. 

 

Mayor Graves requested a moment of silence for Pamela. 

 

 

Mayor Graves gave the invocation.  

 

 

Approve Agenda 

       

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
December 2, 2025 

City Hall 5pm 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Department Reports 

 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

5. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on November 18, 

2025 

 

6. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on November 20, 

2025 

 

7. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 41011 – 41172 for a total of $2,293,690.53 

 

8. Authorize Jada Mayer and Erika Holden to attend the Clerks Certification Classes in Oxford, 

MS on February 25-27, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

9. Acknowledge the resignation from part-time Utility Billing Clerk Willer Eppenger, effective 

December 31, 2025 

 

10. Authorize to advertise for the open position in Utility Billing Department 

 

11. Authorize to advertise for the open position in the Community Development/Tourism 

Department 

 

12. Authorize to move Police Officer Seay from full-time to part-time, with a reduction in pay 

($17.25/hr) 

 

13. Authorize to promote Police Sergeant Howell to Lieutenant, with a pay increase to Lt. pay 
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14. Authorize to promote Interim Police Lieutenant over Operations Maze to Lieutenant of 

Operations Maze, with a pay increase to Lt. pay 

 

15. Acknowledge resignation from Public Works employee Joseph Wimberly, effective 

November 24, 2025 

 

16. Authorize to promote Fire Fighter Greg Atkinson from a FF2 to a FF3, with a pay increase 

 

17. Authorize to promote Fire Fighter Ellis Brown from a FF1 to a FF2, with a pay increase 

 

18. Authorize the acceptance of the real property located at 311 W. Main Street, Senatobia, 

Mississippi 38668 from James R. Seay, Trustee of the James R. Seay, Sr., Revocable 

Trust, subject to a title examination and review of title report by the City Attorney 

 

19. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Annual Software Maintenance Agreement with BBI, 

also authorizing payment  

 

20. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Annual Hardware Maintenance Agreement with BBI, 

also authorizing payment 

 

21. Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City to apply for MDA DIP funding, also authorizing 

Mayor Graves to sign all necessary documents 

 

22. Authorize to temporarily close City streets for the Christmas Parade on December 9, 2025 

(rain date) 

 

23. Approve MOU with Tate County for the Maintenance, Testing and Activation of Weather 

Sirens 

 

24. Authorize to accept the lowest and best quote for bracing of the Center St building 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to 

approve the agenda. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Department Reports 

 

Chief Vanderford stated that the Christmas parade has been moved to next week. We had 

Officers Sims and Atkins start this week.  

 

Director of Operations Hodges stated that they had fixed the leaf vac this morning, but it was 

down again by noon. They are picking up what they can with the knuckleboom.  

 

SHPC Dan Etherton stated that they had a meeting with Mr. Scott and Mr. Seay that went well. 

Mr. Seay decided that he would be donating his property located at 311 W Main St to the City. 

That block has been stagnant for over a year, now it has momentum. I think it’s a big win for the 

Historical Preservation.  

 

Mayor Graves stated that Mr. Seay has a good report with the SHPC, you should praise Mr. 

Etherton for that. 

 

Parks & Recreation Director Jamie Chandler stated that the high school is finishing up their 

soccer season. Rye grass is being planted for the season. Everything has been pretty quiet.  
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Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over consent agenda items 5 – 24, asked if anyone had any questions. 

 

Mayor Graves stated he hated to lose Willer, she has been a good employee and friend. 

 

Alderman Dear asked about item number 23, if the County will continue to test the sirens on 

Thursdays? 

 

Alderman Garrett stated that we needed to get the sirens off of the Fire Department so they can 

be accessible even when the firemen are out of the station. Mr. Copeland will still test the sirens 

weekly, he may change from Thursdays to Saturdays. 

 

Alderman Dear asked about item number 11, new hire for Tourism. 

 

Mayor Graves answered this is the position that Karla had, that has been vacant. We would like 

to utilize a person to help with Tourism and sports park office work. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

consent agenda, as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on November 18, 

2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on November 18, 2025. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on November 20, 

2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on November 20, 2025. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 41011 – 41172 for a total of $2,293,690.53 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

Docket of Claims numbers: 41011 – 41172 for a total of $2,293,690.53, as funds are available. 

All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Jada Mayer and Erika Holden to attend the Clerks Certification Classes in Oxford, MS 

on February 25-27, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize Jada 

Mayer and Erika Holden to attend the Clerks Certification Classes in Oxford, MS on February 

25-27, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Acknowledge the resignation from part-time Utility Billing Clerk Willer Eppenger, effective 

December 31, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to acknowledge the 

resignation from part-time Utility Billing Clerk Willer Eppenger, effective December 31, 2025. 

All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to advertise for the open position in Utility Billing Department 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

advertise for the open position in Utility Billing Department. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to advertise for the open position in the Community Development/Tourism 

Department 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, authorize to 

advertise for the open position in the Community Development/Tourism Department. All voting 

yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to move Police Officer Seay from full-time to part-time, with a reduction in pay 

($17.25/hr) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

move Police Officer Seay from full-time to part-time, with a reduction in pay ($17.25/hr). All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to promote Police Sergeant Howell to Lieutenant, with a pay increase to Lt. pay 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

promote Police Sergeant Howell to Lieutenant, with a pay increase to Lt. pay. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to promote Interim Police Lieutenant over Operations Maze to Lieutenant of 

Operations Maze, with a pay increase to Lt. pay 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

promote Interim Police Lieutenant over Operations Maze to Lieutenant of Operations Maze, with 

a pay increase to Lt. pay. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Acknowledge resignation from Public Works employee Joseph Wimberly, effective November 

24, 2025 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to acknowledge 

resignation from Public Works employee Joseph Wimberly, effective November 24, 2025. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to promote Fire Fighter Greg Atkinson from a FF2 to a FF3, with a pay increase 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

promote Fire Fighter Greg Atkinson from a FF2 to a FF3, with a pay increase. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to promote Fire Fighter Ellis Brown from a FF1 to a FF2, with a pay increase 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

promote Fire Fighter Ellis Brown from a FF1 to a FF2, with a pay increase. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 
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Authorize the acceptance of the real property located at 311 W. Main Street, Senatobia, 

Mississippi 38668 from James R. Seay, Trustee of the James R. Seay, Sr., Revocable 

Trust, subject to a title examination and review of title report by the City Attorney 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize the 

acceptance of the real property located at 311 W. Main Street, Senatobia, Mississippi 38668 

from James R. Seay, Trustee of the James R. Seay, Sr., Revocable Trust, subject to a title 

examination and review of title report by the City Attorney. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Annual Software Maintenance Agreement with BBI, also 

authorizing payment  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign the Annual Software Maintenance Agreement with BBI, also authorizing 

payment. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Annual Hardware Maintenance Agreement with BBI, also 

authorizing payment 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign the Annual Hardware Maintenance Agreement with BBI, also authorizing 

payment. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City to apply for MDA DIP funding, also authorizing Mayor 

Graves to sign all necessary documents 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to adopt Resolution 

Authorizing the City to apply for MDA DIP funding, also authorizing Mayor Graves to sign all 

necessary documents. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to temporarily close City streets for the Christmas Parade on December 9, 2025 (rain 

date) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

temporarily close City streets for the Christmas Parade on December 9, 2025 (rain date). All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve MOU with Tate County for the Maintenance, Testing and Activation of Weather Sirens 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve MOU 

with Tate County for the Maintenance, Testing and Activation of Weather Sirens. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to accept the lowest and best quote for bracing of the Center St building 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

accept the lowest and best quote for bracing of the Center St building. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 

Mayor Graves stated the Christmas Parade will be a week from tonight. The weather last night 

was awful. I hope y’all will participate. 
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Alderman Garrett stated the Sheriff’s Christmas party is that same night, Chief should be 

prepared to not have their help. 

 

Mayor Graves stated this has been discussed. All nights have some conflict, this was the best 

option. 

 

Chief Vanderford stated that the County typically supplies three officers, the City will have those 

spots covered.  

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman McConnell, and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to 

adjourn. All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

 

 

        ________________________________ 

       Greg Graves, Mayor  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________  

Katie Harbin, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


