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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on May 19, 2026, at 

5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time. Mayor Graves called the meeting to order, and the 

following Aldermen were present: Underwood, Dear, McConnell, and Garrett. Alderman Tanksley 

arrived late, approximately 5:07pm. Also present were: City Attorney Kenneth Stockton, 

Administrative Director Erika Holden, Police Chief Hal Vanderford, Police Officer Howell, 

Fireman Duane Ross, Fireman Mike Garrett, FLSE/PIO Chantay Rhone, Building Inspector Bryan 

Riley, Fire Marshal Brevin Holden, Parks & Recreation Director Jamie Chandler, Community 

Development and Tourism Director Jamie Sowell, Code Enforcement Officer Scottie Pittman, Dan 

Etherton – SHPC, , Brett Brown – Tate Record, Dennis McConnell, Ricky Stevens – Tate County, 

Ashley Casey – Recreational Softball League President, David Slocum -  TCEDF, Chris Flemming 

– TCEDF, Denise Liddell – TCEDF, Alee Dixon – TCEDF, Barbara Jones, Kevin Barber, Jessica 

Sims, Jonathan Farrow, and Michael Cathey. 

 

Alderman Underwood gave the invocation.  

 

 

Approve Agenda 

   

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
May 19, 2026 

City Hall 5pm 

 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Sports & Recreation Department Update, Jamie Chandler 

 

5. Five Star City Fest Recap 

 

6. Jessica Sims  

 

7. Accept the bid for the 311 W Main Street Property 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

8. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on May 5, 2026 

 

9. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 43136 – 43310 for a total of $205,213.45 

 

10. Authorize Community Development & Tourism Director to attend the MEDC Annual 

Conference on June 3-5, 2026, in Biloxi, MS, (Main Street covering expenses) 

11. Acknowledge the resignation from Police Officer J. Crain effective May 19, 2026 

 

12. Authorize to hire Anthony Cook as a full-time Public Works Street Department employee at 

a rate of $15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

13. Authorize a pay increase for Bernard Taylor, Public Works Street Department Lead, from 

$15.00 per hour to $16.00 per hour (for Lead pay) 

 

14. Authorize a pay increase for Ricco Orange, Public Works Street Department Lead, from 

$15.00 per hour to $16.00 per hour (for Lead pay) 

 

15. Adopt Resolution Appointing Mississippi Municipal League 2026 Voting Delegates  

 

16. Authorize to purchase a 2026 Dodge Ram 3500 Regular Cab 4WD pickup truck for the 

Street Department, to use for pulling the new Hotbox Street hole patcher/repair machine, for 

a State Contract price of $42,490, using Infrastructure Modernization funds 
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17. Authorize to declare the 2025 Mack Sanitation Truck, VIN 1M2GR2GC5SM046642, surplus 

and sell 

 

18. Authorize to declare the 2023 Mack Sanitation Truck, VIN 1M2LRGC0PM006944, surplus 

and sell 

 

19. Approve the Waffle House Minor Lot Application, Planning Commission approved  

 

20. Authorize to get appraisals for two parcels of property for the Crossover Rd Bridge 

Replacement  

 

21. Authorize to advertise for a loan for the purchase of a 2025 E-ONE Custom Pumper on an E-

ONE Typhoon Chassis truck from Sunbelt Fire, for the Fire Department (purchase approved 

on July 16, 2024) 

 

22. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Richey Sports for USSSA 

Youth Competitive Baseball Tournaments 

 

23. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Heath Fullilove for USSSA 

Youth Competitive Softball Tournaments 

 

24. Authorize the termination of probationary firefighter, Jayden Sanders, for violating City and 

Fire Department policy 

 

25. Authorize to hire Kendall Oliver as a full-time Certified Police Officer at the rate of P4, 

pending background and physical screening results 

 

26. Authorize to hire Shaquelle Moore as a full-time Certified Police Officer at the rate of P3, 

pending background and physical screening results 

27. Authorize to hire Hunter Jones as a full-time Uncertified Police Officer, pending background 

and physical screening results 

 

28. Authorize to hire Keyandric Scott as a full-time Uncertified Police Officer, pending 

background and physical screening results 

 

29. Executive Session – Economic Development and Police Personnel  

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to approve the 

agenda. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Sports & Recreation Department Update 

 

Parks & Recreation Director Jamie Chandler updated the Board about the spring rec season. All 

Star teams are practicing; they have the tournament here June 11th – 14th. Ms. Chandler stated 

that they have secured a Janitorial company to do a deep cleaning of the bathrooms, concession 

stand, etc., also installing new dispensers at BankFirst Yards.  Ms. Chandler advised that 

Walmart generously donated 1 of the 2 TV’s that are now at the concession stands being utilized 

for menu boards.  Ms. Chandler advised the Mayor and Board that Adult Softball will be starting 

soon and that she is continuing to look for other activities to bring in. Ms. Chandler advised that 

Richey Sports with USSSA Baseball and Heath Fullilove with USSSA Softball have agreed to 

the contracts that you have in your packets, to rent our fields at BankFirst yards for their 

tournaments. Ms. Chander advised that Mr. Embreys last day with us is May 22nd and Mr. Haley 

will be starting with us on June 1st. 

 

Mayor Graves stated that both Richey and Heath have agreed to the City’s rental rates as 

presented.  Mayor Graves asked Ms. Chandler about Danny Phillips, with Dizzy Dean, medical 

condition.   

 

Ms. Chandler answered that Mr. Phillips is improving but they almost lost him.   
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Alderman Underwood asked how many All-Star teams we will have here. 

 

Jamie Chandler answered we will have the 6U, 7U, 8U and 10U teams for baseball and the 6U, 

8U and 10U teams for softball. 

 

Alderman Dear told Ms. Chandler that his wife works in Batesville, and she receives positive 

comments on our fields all the time. 

 

Mayor Graves stated Mr. Richey has utilized our fields before, at a very cheap rental rate. Since 

he’s been to other venues and sees that they are raising their rates, he is back interested in 

hosting tournaments here in Senatobia. 

 

 

Five Star City Festival Recap 

 

Community Development & Tourism Director Jamie Sowell advised the Board that the Not Yo 

Mama’s 5K had the largest number of runners in the history of the event, with a total of 336 

runners.  The Car Show had over 200 cars.  There were almost 100 vendors & a continuance of 

crowds the whole weekend.  Mrs. Sowell stated that the nationally recognized band, Almost 

Elton, played again this year & they were a great addition to the festival.  Mrs. Sowell stated that 

the Cornhole Tournament went well.  Mrs. Sowell thanked all the volunteers, the Public Works, 

Fire, Police Departments, also Mr. Mike Garrett and the Tate County trustees for all going above 

and beyond to help make this event what it was. 

 

 

Alderman Tanksley arrived at the meeting. 

 

 

Jessica Sims  

 

Mayor Graves introduced Mrs. Sims to the room, went over the procedures and advised that she 

had the floor to speak for 3 minutes, that the Aldermen may or may not engage or ask questions 

after that time.  

 

Jessica Sims stated that she is a Senatobia resident and a mom of 3 that has all at one time or 

another played recreational baseball and softball. She stated that she used to be satisfied with the 

fields but this year things were not the same and also that travel ball tournaments were not up to 

par. Mrs. Sims stated that she put a survey out on social media, and she thinks the results were 

very disheartening. Mrs. Sims stated that based on the results of this survey, 61% said that the 

park is poor, 57% said that they would not recommend the park, and that 82% said that they are 

not satisfied with the current Parks Director. She stated that she met with Mayor Graves and Ms. 

Chandler on April 23rd to address her concerns and she asked them for a timeline on clear 

communication. The City of Senatobia’s Park & Recreation Facebook page put out a post that 

asked for feedback but turned off the comments to the post. Mrs. Sims stated that she is 

requesting accountability and a performance review of the Parks Director. Mrs. Sims stated that 

she has just learned that we have USSSA back, so she is excited about that. Mrs. Sims stated that 

she asked for and received the revenues from City Hall. She spoke about field sponsorships 

being down drastically compared to 2024 & 2025. 

 

Mayor Graves advised Mrs. Sims that her 3 minutes were up and thanked her for coming.    

 

Alderman McConnell asked Ms. Sims if any of her concerns had been addressed. 

 

Mrs. Sims stated that they discussed the menus, and now there are now better menus with them 

now being on TVs. We discussed a web platform so the field availability would be better 

accessible, and I was told that the City was in the process of making a website for field bookings 

and possible online sign-ups.   

 

Alderman Garret stated to everyone here that’s concerned about the ballpark, I do appreciate all 

the phone calls, texts, and emails, they don’t go unnoticed. However, if I cut your grass and I 

continue to keep messing up grass everywhere, you’re going to find somebody else.  
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Unfortunately, and a lot of situations that’s not the case. As time moves on we look to make 

things a whole lot better. Y’all keep giving feedback, and we hope for the best. 

 

 

Accept the bid for the 311 W Main Street Property 

 

Mayor Graves stated that we went through the process and put this out for bid. Mr. Johnson was 

the best, only bid, low bid. It does have the contingency that he has 45 days to demo it. I 

recommend we move forward with this. Otherwise, we will just be sitting on an empty building 

and watch it deteriorate.  

 

Alderman Understated stated, to make sure I understand, he has 45 days to demo the property. If 

he doesn’t, what happens. 

 

City Attorney stated we would have to take him to Court. The 45 days start from the day he gets 

the deed. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman McConnell, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to accept 

the bid from Mr. Jim Johson in the amount of $1,005.00, for the purchase of the city property 

located at 311 W Main Street, parcel 099G03 0000800. All present voting yea, motion carried 

 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over consent agenda items 8 - 28, asked if anyone had any questions.  

 

Alderman Garrett asked on the hiring, can we not get the background and drug screen in before 

authorizing to hire them. I’m thinking what if something comes back on the screening.  

 

Mayor Graves stated well I don’t think we have the authority to spend the city’s money and then 

you do not hire them.  

 

Alderman Garrett stated so then if something comes back on the drug screen, we’re going to 

have to fire them. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated no, this is pending the screening results. So, if something comes 

back, we can say we aren’t hiring. We are approving to hire pending background and drug 

screening results. So, if something comes back on those, we don’t let them work. 

Mayor Greg Graves stated if they fail, they never come on the payroll. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to approve the 

consent agenda, as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on May 5, 2026 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to approve the 

Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on May 5, 2026. All present 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 43136 – 43310 for a total of $205,213.45   

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to approve the 

Docket of Claims numbers:43136 – 43310 for a total of $205,213.45, as funds are available. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize Community Development & Tourism Director to attend the MEDC Annual 

Conference on June 3-5, 2026, in Biloxi, MS, (Main Street covering expenses) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell to authorize 

Community Development & Tourism Director to attend the MEDC Annual Conference on June 

3-5, 2026, in Biloxi, MS, (Main Street covering expenses). All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Acknowledge the resignation from Police Officer J. Crain effective May 19, 2026 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to 

acknowledge the resignation from Police Officer J. Crain effective May 19, 2026. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Anthony Cook as a full-time Public Works Street Department employee at a 

rate of $15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to 

hire Anthony Cook as a full-time Public Works Street Department employee at a rate of $15.00 

per hour, pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize a pay increase for Bernard Taylor, Public Works Street Department Lead, from $15.00 

per hour to $16.00 per hour, for Lead pay 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize a 

pay increase for Bernard Taylor, Public Works Street Department Lead, from $15.00 per hour to 

$16.00 per hour, for Lead pay. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize a pay increase for Ricco Orange, Public Works Street Department Lead, from $15.00 

per hour to $16.00 per hour (for Lead pay) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize a 

pay increase for Ricco Orange, Public Works Street Department Lead, from $15.00 per hour to 

$16.00 per hour, for Lead pay. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Adopt Resolution Appointing Mississippi Municipal League 2026 Voting Delegates  

 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to a adopt 

Resolution Appointing Mississippi Municipal League 2026 Voting Delegates. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 
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Authorize to purchase a 2026 Dodge Ram 3500 Regular Cab 4WD pickup truck for the Street 

Department, to use for pulling the new Hotbox Street hole patcher/repair machine, for a State 

Contract price of $42,490, using Infrastructure Modernization funds 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to 

purchase a 2026 Dodge Ram 3500 Regular Cab 4WD pickup truck for the Street Department, to 

use for pulling the new Hotbox Street hole patcher/repair machine, for a State Contract price of 

$42,490, using Infrastructure Modernization funds. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to declare the 2025 Mack Sanitation Truck, VIN 1M2GR2GC5SM046642, surplus 

and sell 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to 

declare the 2025 Mack Sanitation Truck, VIN 1M2GR2GC5SM046642, surplus and sell. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to declare the 2023 Mack Sanitation Truck, VIN 1M2LRGC0PM006944, surplus and 

sell 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, authorize to 

declare the 2023 Mack Sanitation Truck, VIN 1M2LRGC0PM006944, surplus and sell. All 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve the Waffle House Minor Lot Application, Planning Commission approved  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to approve the 

Waffle House Minor Lot Application, Planning Commission approved. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Authorize to get appraisals for two parcels of property for the Crossover Rd Bridge Replacement  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to get 

appraisals for two parcels of property for the Crossover Rd Bridge Replacement. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to a advertise for a loan for the purchase of a 2025 E-ONE Custom Pumper on an E-

ONE Typhoon Chassis from Sunbelt Fire, for the Fire Department (purchase approved on July 

16, 2024) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to 

a advertise for a loan for the purchase of a 2025 E-ONE Custom Pumper on an E-ONE Typhoon 

Chassis from Sunbelt Fire, for the Fire Department All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Richey Sports for USSSA Youth 

Competitive Baseball Tournaments 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize 

Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Richey Sports for USSSA Youth 

Competitive Baseball Tournaments. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Heath Fullilove for USSSA 

Youth Competitive Softball Tournaments 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize 

Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Heath Fullilove for USSSA Youth 

Competitive Softball Tournaments. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize the termination of probationary Firefighter Jayden Sanders for violating City and Fire 

Department Policy 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize 

the termination of probationary Firefighter Jayden Sanders for violating City and Fire 

Department Policy. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Kendall Oliver as a full-time Certified Police Officer, at the rate of P4, pending 

background and physical screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to 

hire Kendall Oliver as a full-time Certified Police Officer, at a rate of P4, pending background 

and physical screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Shaquelle Moore as a full-time Certified Police Officer, at the rate of P3, 

pending background and physical screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to 

hire Shaquelle Moore as a full-time Certified Police Officer, at the rate of P3, pending 

background and physical screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Hunter Jones as a full-time Uncertified Police Officer, pending background and 

physical screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to 

hire Hunter Jones as a full-time Uncertified Police Officer, pending background and physical 

screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize to hire Keyandric Scott a full-time Uncertified Police Officer, pending background 

and physical screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize to 

hire Keyandric Scott as a full-time Uncertified Police Officer, pending background and physical 

screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Economic Development and 

Police Personnel 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Dear, to go into Closed 

Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Economic Development and Police 

Personnel. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Executive Session for Economic Development and Police Personnel 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to go into 

Executive Session for Economic Development and Police Personnel. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 
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Economic Development 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to pledge to 

support Tate County Economic Development Foundation with a total value up to $537,500.00. 

All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Come out of Executive Session 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to come 

out of Executive Session. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, and seconded by Alderman Dear, to 

adjourn. All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

 

        ________________________________ 

       Greg Graves, Mayor  

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________  

Katie Harbin, City Clerk 
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