
CITY OF SENATOBIA REGULAR MEETING AUGUST 18, 2026 

 

MINUTE BOOK NUMBER GG PAGE NUMBER 2026-8-18   1 

 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on August 18, 2026, at 

5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time. Mayor Graves called the meeting to order, and the 

following Aldermen were present: Underwood, Dear, Garrett, McConnell, and Tanksley. Also 

present were: City Attorney Kenneth Stockton, City Clerk Katie Harbin, Police Chief Vanderford, 

Police Lt. Shane Howell, Police Officer Cleven, Police Administrative Assistant Michelle 

Westmoreland, Fire Chief Foresman, Code Enforcement Officer Pittman, Public Works Director 

Brevin Holden, Building Inspector Bryan Riley, Administrative Director Erika Holden, Community 

Development & Tourism Director Jamie Sowell, Dan Etherton – SHPC, Brett Brown – Tate 

Record, Ricky Stevens – Tate County, Dennis McConnell, Thurman Caldwell, Jesse Pool – First 

Regional Library, Brian Lentz – First Regional Library, Dennis McConnell, Darrell Dixon – 

NDPDD, Blake Mendrop - Mendrop Engineering, and Turkessa Garrett. 

 

Mayor Graves gave the invocation.  

 

Approve Agenda 

 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
August 18, 2026 

City Hall 5pm 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Approve request from Lauren Jones to hold the Ernestine Jones Legacy 5K Walk/Run Event, 

also to temporary close streets 

 

5. First Regional Library Budget Request FYE 2027 

 

6. Adopt Resolution authorizing the City of Senatobia to apply for DRA CIF funding (Darrell 

Dixon) 

 

7. Approve the lowest and best quote from Brocato in the amount of $33,185.00 to connect the 

new water tower on Shands Bottom Rd to the city water system 

 

8. Approve Change Order from Caldwell Tanks for the Water Tower project  

 

9. Approve Caldwell Tanks Final Pay App. # 9, for the Water Tower project 

 

10. Approve the Axon Agreement (tabled from August 4, 2026, meeting) 

 

11. Discussion of removal of the damaged speed bump at Annandale Drive and Miracle Drive 

and not replace 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

12. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 4, 

2026 

 

13. Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on 

August 7, 2026 

 

14. Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on 

August 10, 2026 

 

15. Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on 

August 14, 2026 
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16. Approve correction to the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Minutes from July 7, 2026, 

correcting the vote for the Parks and Recreation Department Personnel; the vote was 

mistakenly recorded as All voting yea when the vote was the following: Underwood, 

McConnell, Garrett, and Tanksley voting in favorite of terminating and Alderman Dear 

voting against terminating 

 

17. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 44393 – 44515 for a total of $732,987.97 

 

18. Authorize Police Officer Goss to attend the Human Trafficking training on September 15 – 

17, 2026, in D’Iberville, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

 

19. Authorize Mayor Graves to attend MML Board of Directors Meeting on September 17 - 18, 

2026, in Starkville, MS, also authorize to pay travel expenses 

 

20. Authorize Mayor Graves and Board of Aldermen to attend the MML Small Town 

Conference in Hattiesburg, MS on October 7 - 9, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and 

travel expenses 

 

21. Authorize City Clerk Katie Harbin and Deputy Clerk Francis Johnson to attend the Annual 

Winter Clerks Conference in Flowood, MS on December 8 – 11, 2026, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses 

 

22. Authorize to hire Walter Barber as a full-time Public Works Water/Sewer employee, at a rate 

of $15.00, pending background and drug screening results 

 

23. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Heath Fullilove, USSSA 

Youth Competitive Softball (amended from previously approved contract) 

 

24. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Richey Sports, USSSA 

Youth Competitive Baseball (amended from previously approved contract) 

 

25. Executive Session – Police and Parks & Recreation Personnel  

 

 

Mayor’s Corner 

 

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

agenda as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve request from Lauren Jones to hold the Ernestine Jones Legacy 5K Walk/Run Event, 

also to temporary close streets 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to approve 

the request form Lauren Jones to hold the Ernestine Jones Legacy 5K Walk/Run Event, 

temporary closing streets, using the approved Police Department route. All present voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

First Regional Library Budget Request FYE 2027 

 

Brian Lentz, First Regional Library, introduced himself and Jesse Pool to the Board. Mr. Lentz 

thanked the Mayor and Board for their continued support. Mr. Lentz went over the 

accomplishments the Library has had. Mr. Lentz stated that they have been able to add more 

programs and services, they have had good success with their outreach programs. Mr. Lentz 

advised that they have upgraded/updated their technology like their computers and they have the 

option for mobile printing, and the continuation of Wi-Fi services. Mr. Lentz stated that the 

Senatobia library had over 30,000 visitors and had over 44,000 items checked out over the past 

year. They had 224 total programs with over 10,000 in attendance. Mr. Lentz stated that out of 
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those programs 106 were youth programs with over 3,800 in attendance. These are good 

numbers, even considering we had to cut back on our hours. 

 

Jesse Pool, First Regional Library, stated that they did add a half hour to their hours on Fridays 

and one hour on Saturdays. Mr. Pool thanked Katie and the Public Works staff for helping with 

the plumbing and roof issues. Mr. Pool also thanked Jamie for allowing them to attend Main 

Street events and thanked Denise with EDF for promoting the Library. Mr. Pool also thanked 

Chantay for the events she does. Mr. Pool stated that their summer reading program was up 29% 

and the circulation was up 5%. Mr. Pool advised that they have new programs coming soon. Mr. 

Pool thanked the Mayor, Board and the City for their continued support, funding and events. 

 

Mr. Lentz advised the Board that the Library is requesting $94,500 in funding for this coming 

fiscal year’s budget. 

 

Mayor Graves asked if Libby is a program for our branch or if it was nationwide. 

 

Jesse Pool answered that a staff member at the Hernando branch manages it and purchases the 

titles. It is treated like an actual book. If you don’t see something you want, we can let her know 

and she will get it if she can. 

 

Mayor Graves thanked Mr. Lentz and Mr. Pool and advised that we will take their request into 

consideration in our budget planning. 

 

 

 

Adopt Resolution authorizing the City of Senatobia to apply for DRA CIF funding (Darrell 

Dixon) 

 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that this grant is the same as the one we previously applied for 

and didn’t get. We are wanting to try again. This is for improvements in the New Image, Shands 

Bottom and Hwy 740 area. Mayor advised that Mr. Dixon was present if the Board has any 

questions. 
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Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to adopt the 

Resolution Authorizing the City of Senatobia to apply for DRA CIF funding, also authorizing 

Mayor Graves to sign all necessary documents. All present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Approve the lowest and best quote from Brocato in the amount of $33,185.00 to connect the new 

water tower on Shands Bottom Rd to the city water system 

 

Blake Mendrop stated that he has been working with Brevin Holden to get the water tower ties 

in. We need to have this work done by next week. 

 

Mayor Graves asked if this was within the budget. 

 

Blake Mendrop answered yes. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to authorize to 

accept the lowest and best quote from Brocato in the amount of $33,185.00 to connect the new 

water tower on Shands Bottom Rd to the City water system. All present voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Approve Change Order from Caldwell Tanks for the Water Tower project  

 

Blake Mendrop advised the Board that this change order was for expenses for items needed to 

work due to the winter storm. 

 

Mayor Graves asked if this was within the budget. 

 

Blake Mendrop answered yes. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman McConnell, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Change Order from Caldwell Tanks for the Water Tower Project. All present voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Approve Caldwell Tanks Final Pay App. # 9, for the Water Tower project 

 

Blake Mendrop advised the Board that they are close to having this project completed. They 

have to do some cleanup and tie the tank in. This project has to be completed by next week. 

 

Mayor Graves asked if we have a way to make sure everything is done. 

 

Blake Mendrop answered yes sir. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to pay 

the Caldwell Tanks Final Pay App, # 9, for the Water Tower project. All present voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Approve the Axon Agreement (tabled from August 4, 2026, meeting) 

 

Alderman Tanksley asked if we went with another company, would we have to pay back the old 

invoice Axon was going to waive. 

 

Michelle Westmoreland answered yes. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve 

the Axon Agreement authorizing Mayor Graves to sign. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Discussion of removal of the damaged speed bump at Annandale Drive and Miracle Drive and 

not replace 

 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that Alderman McConnell requested this item to be on the 

agenda for discussion. My opinion is that this is an administrative decision. 
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Alderman McConnell stated it’s a main road. People are complaining because it is there and so 

close to a stop sign. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated I think the Mayor’s concern is because it’s a management decision. 

He doesn’t want to have to bring y’all each request for a speed bump addition and removal. It 

will be more work. 

 

Alderman Garrett stated as At Large, I don’t have just one spot. I get it if citizens are 

complaining. 

 

Alderman McConnell stated I’m just saying this one. It’s right by a stop sign. It’s not needed. 

 

Mayor Graves stated it was put there because residents requested it due to several gravel trucks 

carrying loads travel through there. They have too much momentum and run the stop sign. This 

would have been easier if you would have come had a conversation with me. 

 

City Attorney Kenneth Stockton advised that this type of decision should be made between the 

Mayor and Police Chief, but the Board can do what you want. 

 

Alderman Tanksley stated if there are any in my ward and citizens don’t want them, I’ll want 

them taken up. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman McConnell, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to approve 

to remove the speed bump at Annandale Drive and Miracle Drive and not replace. All present 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Graves went over consent agenda items 12 - 24, asked if anyone had any questions. No 

questions were asked. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

consent agenda, as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 4, 2026 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 4, 2026. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 

7, 2026 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting August 7, 2026. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 

10, 2026 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 10, 2026. 

All present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 

14, 2026 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 14, 2026. 

All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve correction to the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Minutes from July 7, 2026, 

correcting the vote for the Parks and Recreation Department Personnel; the vote was mistakenly 

recorded as All voting yea when the vote was the following: Underwood, McConnell, Garrett, 

and Tanksley voting in favorite of terminating and Alderman Dear voting against terminating 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

correction to the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Minutes from July 7, 2026, correcting 

the vote for the Parks and Recreation Department Personnel; the vote was mistakenly recorded as 

All voting yea when the vote was the following: Underwood, McConnell, Garrett, and Tanksley 

voting in favorite of terminating and Alderman Dear voting against terminating. All present 

voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 44393 – 44515 for a total of $732,987.97 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to approve the 

Docket of Claims numbers: 44393 – 44515 for a total of $732,987.97, as funds are available. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Police Officer Goss to attend the Human Trafficking training on September 15 – 17, 

2026, in D’Iberville, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize Police 

Officer Goss to attend the Human Trafficking training on September 15 – 17, 2026, in 

D’Iberville, MS, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to attend MML Board of Directors Meeting on September 17 - 18, 

2026, in Starkville, MS, also authorize to pay travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to attend MML Board of Directors Meeting on September 17 - 18, 2026, in Starkville, 

MS, also authorize to pay travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves and Board of Aldermen to attend the MML Small Town Conference in 

Hattiesburg, MS on October 7 - 9, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize Mayor 

Graves and Board of Aldermen to attend the MML Small Town Conference in Hattiesburg, MS 

on October 7 - 9, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize City Clerk Katie Harbin and Deputy Clerk Francis Johnson to attend the Annual 

Winter Clerks Conference in Flowood, MS on December 8 – 11, 2026, also authorize to pay 

registration and travel expenses 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize City 

Clerk Katie Harbin and Deputy Clerk Francis Johnson to attend the Annual Winter Clerks 

Conference in Flowood, MS on December 8 – 11, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and 

travel expenses. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize to hire Walter Barber as a full-time Public Works Water/Sewer employee, at a rate of 

$15.00, pending background and drug screening results 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to hire 

Walter Barber as a full-time Public Works Water/Sewer employee, at a rate of $15.00, pending 

background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Heath Fullilove, USSSA Youth 

Competitive Softball (amended from previously approved contract) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Heath Fullilove, USSSA Youth Competitive 

Softball. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Richey Sports, USSSA Youth 

Competitive Baseball (amended from previously approved contract) 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign the Field Rental Contract with Richey Sports, USSSA Youth Competitive 

Baseball. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Police and Parks & 

Recreation Personnel 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, approve going 

into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Police and Parks & Recreation 

Personnel. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Executive Session for Police and Parks & Recreation Personnel 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

go into Executive Session for Police and Parks & Recreation Personnel. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Parks & Recreation Personnel 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to hire 

Dustin Young as the Parks & Recreation Director with a salary of $62,000.00. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Come out of Executive Session 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize 

come out of Executive Session. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

Recess  

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Underwood, and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to 

recess to August 25, 2026, at 4pm. All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

 

        ________________________________ 

       Greg Graves, Mayor   

ATTEST: 

___________________________________  

Katie Harbin, City Clerk  


