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BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen met on September 1, 2026, 

at 5:00 P.M., this being the regular meeting time. Mayor Graves called the meeting to order, and the 

following Aldermen were present: Underwood, Dear, Garrett, McConnell, and Tanksley. Also 

present were: City Attorney Kenneth Stockton, City Clerk Katie Harbin, Deputy City Clerk Francis 

Johnson, Police Lt. Shane Howell, Police Administrative Assistant Michelle Westmoreland, Fire 

Chief Foresman, FLSE/PIO Chantay Rhone, Code Enforcement Officer Pittman, Public Works 

Director Brevin Holden, Building Inspector Bryan Riley, Dan Etherton – SHPC, Brett Brown – Tate 

Record, Ricky Stevens – Tate County, Dennis McConnell, Carl Davis, Blake Mendrop – Mendrop 

Engineering, Kevin McLeod – Elliott & Britt Engineering, Bailey Hunt, Antonio Hassell – SCAT, 

Mark Lesure – SCAT, R.V. Wright – SCAT, Chris Marshall – SCAT, Aaron Giddings – SCAT, 

Patrick “Lumumba” Alexander – SCAT, Joe Van Cloostere, Richard Woodle, Johnnie Houston – 

SCAT, Gwendolyn Meeks, Carolyn E. Shead, Irene Jones, Dianne and Jerry Davis, Kneisha Davis, 

Thomas Hand, Kevin Jones, Turkess Garrett, Amy White, Liliana Segvra – The Intercept, Marco 

Benson, Milo Stevenson – SCAT, Terrika Giddings – SCAT, and Michael Cathey. 

 

Alderman Underwood gave the invocation.  

 

Approve Agenda 

 

City of Senatobia 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Agenda 
September 1, 2026 

City Hall 5pm 

 

1. Call to Order, Prayer, Roll Call 

 

2. Welcome  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Acknowledge the resignation of Police Chief Vanderford, effective immediately  

 

5. Public Hearing for the Ad Valorem Tax Levy and Budget FYE 2027 

 

6. Adopt the Resolution Setting the Ad Valorem Tax Levy FYE 2027 

 

7. Accept the lowest and best bids for the ERBR Crossover Bridge Project – Kevin McLeod 

 

8. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the ROW with Entergy for the Tate County Fire Training 

Facility – Kevin McLeod 

 

9. Approve the Supplemental Agreement No. 1 with The Department of The Army United 

States Army Corps of Engineers Vicksburg District – Arkabutla Lake, MS and authorize 

Mayor Graves to sign (this is combining the two easements Outfall Line Out Grant and the 

Sewer Lagoon) 

10. Authorize to pay the MDEQ Class II Rubbish Site Penalty Fee of $2,000 

 

11. Department Reports 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

12. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 18, 

2026 

 

13. Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 18, 

2026 

 

14. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 25, 

2026 

 

15. Approve Minutes from the Special Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 27, 

2026 
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16. Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 44516 – 44693 for a total of $780,832.17

17. Authorize Building Inspector Bryan Riley to attend the Building Officials Association of MS 
in Natchez, MS on December 1-4, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses

18. Acknowledge the resignation of Police Sgt. Blocker, effective August 22, 2026

19. Authorize to hire Alroyzell Renix as a full-time Street employee in the Public Works 
Department, at a rate of $15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results

20. Authorize to hire James Lane as a full-time Street employee in the Public Works Department, 
at a rate of $15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results

21. Authorize to hire Clifton Percy as a full-time Water employee in the Public Works 
Department, at a rate of $15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results

22. Acknowledge the resignation from Firefighter Sam Suggs effective September 5, 2026

23. Authorize to surplus and dispose of an IBM Typewriter with City property number 1256, a 
Cannon desk calculator with city property number 2391 and a Tripp-Lite Powerpack with 
City property number 1871

24. Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the MOU with Senatobia Municipal School District for SRO 
services for the 2026 - 2027

25. Executive Session – Litigation, Police Personnel, and Negotiations

Mayor’s Corner

Alderman Tanksley stated just for the record and let the record state that Senatobia put out a 

statement on the website Wednesday the 26th about supporting the Chief, or whatever, let the 

record show, the truth be told, that I, Allen Vashon Tanksley, did not agree with that statement, 

had no part with that statement. 

Alderman Garrett stated he would like to pull item number 4, I would not like to accept the 

resignation, but he would like to make a motion to terminate.  

Alderman Tanksley stated second. 

City Attorney Kenneth Stockton stated he’s already resigned. 

Alderman Garrett, stated for the record. 

City Attorney Kenneth Stockton stated ok, but you can’t terminate someone that doesn’t work 

here anymore.  

Mayor Graves stated that he’s going to listen to the legal counsel. 

City Attorney Kennth Stockton stated that question has come up many times. 

Alderman Underwood stated that would have to be in executive, right. 

City Attorney Kenneth Stockton stated if you’re not going to accept the resignation, and vote on 

something then yes. However, he’s already resigned. 

Alderman Garrett stated well I’d like to pull that and put in executive session. That’s personnel, 

the Police Chief, it should be in executive anyway. 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to approve 

the agenda as presented, after moving item number 4 to Executive Session. All present voting 

yea, motion carried. 
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Public Hearing for the Ad Valorem Tax Levy and Budget FYE 2027 

 

Mayor Graves opened the public hearing for the Ad Valorem Tax Levy and Budget FYE 2027. 

 

Dianne Davis asked where the money goes from the post office rent received. Mrs. Davis stated 

when she saw the report in the paper, the repair listed don’t seem like much. 

Mayor Graves stated we have just increased the rent for the post office lease. Mayor stated that 

we’ve had many repairs over the years for that property, constant maintenance. We had been 

spending more than being brought in. 

 

Dianne Davis stated she was concerned about street maintenance. Do we have the staff to 

maintain the leaks that pop up and cause street damage. 

 

Mayor Graves answered we have been putting out fires, so to speak, with repairs. We are 

working to repair and improve our infrastructure. 

 

Alderman Garrett stated I think the streets have been neglected for so long by prior 

administration. If they would have been prioritized along the way, they wouldn’t be so bad now. 

 

Alderman Underwood stated the pothole machine we purchased will help with some of the street 

condition issues. 

 

Amy White stated I’ve only lived in the City for 2 years, I’ve lived in Tate County for 20 years. 

My taxes, garbage, and utilities have gone up. In this economy I have to work 2 jobs to take care 

of my kids. There is very little transparency and accountability in this town. I’m not happy about 

taxes going up. I see places to cut. 

 

Mayor Graves asked Ms. White where she sees cutting. 

 

Amy White stated in my personal budget, travel. There’s a lot of fat in government to trim. I 

promise there’s places to cut. Before you raise my taxes you better make sure it’s lean. 

 

Mayor Graves asked if anyone else from the public would like to speak on this item. 

 

Joe Van Cloostere stated that he’s lived in the City for 20 years. Mr. Cloostere asked how much 

money is in reserve for the rainy day fund. We see in the news how Senatobia is growing, 

businesses and homes being built. 

 

Mayor Graves stated the general fund revenue is mostly from taxes. The utility fund is fee based. 

We don’t really have a magic savings fund. We have 7 firemen on shift at a time, every day. The 

City hasn’t raised taxes since around 2021 and that was 1 mill for a fire truck. Employee wages 

has increased 30% to 50% since covid. When I started with the City in 2018 the street 

department employees were making $9 an hour, now they are at $15 an hour. 

 

Joe Van Clostere stated it’s strange to hear that the City doesn’t have a reserve or savings fund. 

Government entities have funds set aside for savings, to pull from. 

 

Alderman Tanksley sated that would be good. I’ve pushed for that for years, but it hasn’t gotten 

off the ground. 

 

Mark Lesure stated what about the Police Departments weapons y’all been purchasing over the 

years. Y’all spent a lot of money in the Police Department for equipment. Senatobia isn’t a high 

crime city. I’m not saying they don’t need equipment. Just not so much. Don’t pay them as 

much, they don’t need that much.  

 

Mayor Graves stated so we don’t want Police protection, is that what you’re saying. 

Mark Lesure stated I’ve been here all my life, it’s not a high crime area. 

Alderman Tanksley stated I agree with you. It needs to be cut, along with other departments. 

 

Mark Lesure stated yes, take from them. 
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Alderman Garrett stated I can respond, as a full-time fireman, about the pay. The reason we 

don’t get good quality staff, from people that live here is because we can’t pay what they can get 

driving a little further. The pay has been so low. We may get the knock offs for the pay we offer. 

Mark Lesure stated so we can’t get the revenues. 

Alderman Garrett stated it’s been going on so long, stagnant, for so long. We can’t compete with 

the money that other places offer. 

Milo Stevenson asked has the City had to pay out for any Police lawsuits, in the past 3 years. 

Mayor Graves stated I don’t think so, but I’d have to check. Our insurance company handles all 

of that. 

Milo Stevenson stated are we opposed to saving that money, instead of paying lawsuits, keep the 

money in the budget. My taxes have gone up twice. 

Mayor Graves stated the City taxes haven’t gone up since 2021. You pay the City, County and 

School on your tax bill. 

Milo Stevenson stated still, to my point. The money would be better spent on training. We will 

lose revenues when the incidents with the Police happen. People don’t want to come here with 

that. 

Terrika Giddings asked has the City looked at grants to pay for equipment. 

Mayor Graves stated we do. We have a grant writer that helps with that. This coming budget 

year we won’t have the COPS grant revenue anymore. It was a three-year grant for the revenue 

piece, being $250,000 of revenue a year. It has ended. 

Milo Gidding stated so we didn’t look for something else. 

Mayor Graves stated we do all of the time. We get grants for equipment for the Police and Fire 

departments, among other things needed. 

Alderman Underwood stated he wanted to clear what he thinks is a misunderstanding. The 

advertisement for this public hearing was to state that it was a possibility that taxes would 

increase, not that they were going to be increased. It is an option. 

Mayor Graves stated yes, by law we have to run the public notice ad either stating it is a 

possibility of increased taxes or no increase to taxes. If we run as it is a possibility, we can 

increase the taxes if needed or not. If we run the ad as no increase, we can’t entertain the option 

of increasing taxes even if needed. 

Michael Cathey asked if it will be clear tonight, to what the City is doing with the taxes. 

Mayor Graves answered yes, we are voting tonight. We have two weeks of the budget before it 

has to be adopted. Mayor Graves stated the current millage rate is 30.70. The last increase was 1 

mill for the fire truck. 
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Adopt the Resolution Setting the Ad Valorem Tax Levy FYE 2027 
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Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanskley, to adopt the 

Resolution setting the Ad Valorem Tax Levy FYE 2027. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

Accept the lowest and best bids for the ERBR Crossover Bridge Project – Kevin McLeod 

 

Kevin McLeod, Elliott and Britt Engineering, presented the bid results to the Mayor and Board. 

Mr. McLeod stated that we received 4 bids for this project. Mr. McLeod advised that the lowest 

bid came in from Joe McGee Construction Company, Inc. at $871,134.40, which comes in under 

the Engineers’ estimate. Mr. McLeod recommended to the Mayor and Board to accept the lowest 

and best bid from Joe McGee Construction Company, Inc., in the amount of $871,134.40. 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to accept the 

lowest and best bid in the amount of $871,134.40 from Joe McGee Construction Company, Inc., 

for the ERBR Crossover Bridge project, following the recommendation of the Engineer. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the ROW with Entergy for the Tate County Fire Training 

Facility – Kevin McLeod 

Kevin McLeod, Elliott and Britt Engineering presented the information on the ROW Easement 

with Entergy. Mr. McLeod stated this is to allow Entergy to run the electrical that is needed for 

power at the Fire Training Center. 

Mayor Graves asked if doing this would negatively affect the City’s property in any way. 

Kevin McLeod answered no sir. It would probably help it. 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize Mayor 

Graves to sign the ROW with Entergy for the Tate County Fire Training Facility. All present 

voting yea, motion carried. 

Approve the Supplemental Agreement No. 1 with The Department of The Army United States 

Army Corps of Engineers Vicksburg District – Arkabutla Lake, MS and authorize Mayor Graves 

to sign (this is combining the two easements Outfall Line Out Grant and the Sewer Lagoon) 

Mayor Graves went over the agreement with the Board. This is to combine two current 

easements, one of which is expired and needs to be renewed.  

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Supplemental Agreement No. 1 with The Department of The Army United States Army Corps of 

Engineers Vicksburg District – Arkabutla Lake, MS and authorize Mayor Graves to sign all 

necessary documents. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

Authorize to pay the MDEQ Class II Rubbish Site Penalty Fee of $2,000 

Mayor Graves advised the Board that MDEQ contacted us regarding our Class II Rubbish Site 

permit. This is for our Rose Rd Dump for brush. MDEQ contacted us about our 2025 Annual 

report that was not completed. It appears that MDEQ only had contact information for an 

employee that is no longer with us, and no one else knew it wasn’t submitted. We corrected that 

situation with MDEQ, gave them the contact information for Brevin, Katie and myself, to help 

ensure this doesn’t happen again. We also completed and submitted the 2025 Annual report right 

away. However, MDEQ advised that we would still have to pay a penalty fee. In the beginning it 

was around $4,000, but thankfully they were willing to work with us to get that amount down. 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to authorize 

to pay the MDEQ Class II Rubbish Site Penalty Fee of $2,000. All present voting yea, motion 

carried. 

Department Reports 

Public Works Director Brevin Holden advised the Board that they have the monthly report. Mr. 

Holden advised that they have streetlights stored over at Public Works for PATH for when the 

streetlights need replaced. Mr. Holden also advised that he has some people on the agenda for 

hire. We are still looking for someone to give a quote to repair our knuckleboom. We are getting 

ready to start the work at Back Acres, to see what repairs are needed in order to prioritize them. 

Mr. Holden advised that the backhoe machine is currently down. Mr. Holden stated that they 

picked the trailer up and thanked the Board for allowing that purchase. The water leak at Hwy 51 

and Porter was repaired, we just have to go back and do the last bit of work to complete it. We 

will be trying to recover the cost of that incident from the company that hit the line. Mr. Holden 

advised that they’ve had ongoing training for the pothole patcher machine. We have also 

changed how we do locates for utilities. The Gas and Water Supervisors will be doing them now. 

The Contractor for the tow sewer repairs in the Back Acres area, that was previously approved, 

should be starting soon. We are waiting to hear if the warranty on the new Kubota will cover the 

repairs needed. 
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Alderman McConnell thanked Brevin for keeping the Board informed. 

Alderman Garrett stated make sure the staff knows to keep the vehicles and equipment 

maintained. 

Bevin Holden stated yes sir, we are on top of that now. 

Fire Chief Foresman advised the Board that they’ve put their job openings on social media and 

have a couple of interviews this week. We have been working on hose testing; it’s one of our 

quarterly projects. Everything has been going well for the Fire Department. Chief Foresman 

advised that their 911 Stair Climb is next Friday and stated he would love y’all to join us. It will 

be held at NWCC, and it will start at 8am. 

Mayor Graves asked how the new truck was doing. 

Fire Chief Foresman answered that the new truck is now in service. We are trying to keep the 

other one in service also. 

SHPC Chairman Dan Etherton advised the Board that they didn’t have any COA’s, so they 

didn’t have a meeting last month. Mr. Etherton stated they received a neglect complaint for 4265 

Hwy 51, we are looking into that. Our next meeting will be on September 17, 2026, and we will 

have two applications to review. Mr. Etherton stated they have their Officer nominations coming 

up in November this year. 

Mayor Graves asked if he’s heard if anyone was interested in the French Hotel property. 

Dan Etherton answered yes, someone is interested, they didn’t balk at the price when it was 

mentioned. 

Consent Agenda 

Mayor Graves went over consent agenda items 12 - 24, asked if anyone had any questions. No 

questions were asked. 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

consent agenda, as presented. All present voting yea, motion carried. 

Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 18, 2026 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 18, 2026. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 

18, 2026 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting August 18, 2026. All 

present voting yea, motion carried. 

Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 

25, 2026 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 25, 2026. 

All present voting yea, motion carried. 
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Approve Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 

27, 2026 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Minutes from the Special Recessed Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting on August 27, 2026. 

All present voting yea, motion carried. 

Approve Docket of Claims numbers: 44516 – 44693 for a total of $780,832.17

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to approve the 

Docket of Claims numbers: 44516 – 44693 for a total of $780,832.17, as funds are available. All

present voting yea, motion carried. 

Authorize Building Inspector Bryan Riley to attend the Building Officials Association of MS in 

Natchez, MS on December 1-4, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize 

Building Inspector Bryan Riley to attend the Building Officials Association of MS in Natchez, 

MS on December 1-4, 2026, also authorize to pay registration and travel expenses. All voting 

yea, motion carried. 

Acknowledge the resignation of Police Sgt. Blocker, effective August 22, 2026 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to acknowledge the 

resignation of Police Sgt. Blocker, effective August 22, 2026. All voting yea, motion carried. 

Authorize to hire Alroyzell Renix as a full-time Street employee in the Public Works 

Department, at a rate of $15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to hire 

Alroyzell Renix as a full-time Street employee in the Public Works Department, at a rate of 

$15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

Authorize to hire James Lane as a full-time Street employee in the Public Works Department, at 

a rate of $15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to hire 

James Lane as a full-time Street employee in the Public Works Department, at a rate of $15.00 

per hour, pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

Authorize to hire Clifton Percy as a full-time Water employee in the Public Works Department, 

at a rate of $15.00 per hour, pending background and drug screening results 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to hire 

Clifton Percy as a full-time Water employee in the Public Works Department, at a rate of $15.00 

per hour, pending background and drug screening results. All voting yea, motion carried. 

Acknowledge the resignation from Firefighter Sam Suggs effective September 5, 2026 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to acknowledge the 

resignation from Firefighter Sam Suggs effective September 5, 2026. All voting yea, motion 

carried. 
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Authorize to surplus and dispose of an IBM Typewriter with City property number 1256, a 

Cannon desk calculator with city property number 2391 and a Tripp-Lite Powerpack with City 

property number 1871 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

surplus and dispose of an IBM Typewriter with City property number 1256, a Cannon desk 

calculator with city property number 2391 and a Tripp-Lite Powerpack with City property 

number 1871. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Authorize Mayor Graves to sign the MOU with Senatobia Municipal School District for SRO 

services for the 2026-2027 school year 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Dear, to authorize to 

Mayor Graves to sign the MOU with the Senatobia Municipal School District for SRO services 

for the 2026 – 2027 school year. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Litigation, Police Personnel, 

and Negotiations 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Underwood, to approve 

going into Closed Session to discuss going into Executive Session for Litigation, Police 

Personnel and Negotiations. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Go into Executive Session for Litigation, Police Personnel, and Negotiations 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Dear, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to authorize to 

go into Executive Session for Litigation, Police Personnel and Negotiations. All voting yea, 

motion carried. 

 

 

Litigation 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to 

authorize to pay Felix Cauthen Funeral Home $6,400.00 for disinterment, reinterment and 

funeral services and authorize to pay Mildred Lesure $800.00 for attorney services. All voting 

yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Police Personnel – Acknowledge the resignation from Police Chief Vanderford  

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman McConnell, to not 

acknowledge the resignation from Police Chief Vanderford, and authorize to terminate 

employment with Police Chief Vanderford. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Police Personnel – Appoint Interim Police Chief 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to appoint 

Police Lt. Angelica Maze as the Interim Police Chief. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Police Personnel – Set Salary for Interim Police Chief 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

set the salary for Interim Police Chief Maze to $85,000. All voting yea, motion carried. 
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Come out of Executive Session 

 

Motion was made by Alderman Tanksley, seconded by Alderman Garrett, to authorize to 

come out of Executive Session. All voting yea, motion carried. 

 

 

Recess  

 

 Motion was made by Alderman Garrett, and seconded by Alderman Tanksley, to recess 

to September 8, 2026, at 4pm. All voting yea, motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

        ________________________________ 

       Greg Graves, Mayor   

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________  

Katie Harbin, City Clerk  
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